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wyer shot dead in London 


;«ril 25 (R) - A Libyan lawyer was shot dead in 
second Libyan to be killed in the British capital 
said. The dead man was named as Mahmoud 
40,. who ran an Arabic legal consultancy in 
ittral London. Two weeks ago a Libyan freelance 
taster, Mr. Mohammad Mustafa Ramadan. 35, 
he left a London mosque. Two Libyans described 
» charged with his murder. Police said two gunmen 
'fe*S office in a quiet back street, ask«@ for him by 
' him. One man seized at the scene and another 
cbase were being questioned by police. Arab 
ion said Mr. Nafie had worked as a lawyer in Libya 

0 revolution and had lived in London at least five 

1 Yard's anti-terrorist squad is leading the inves- 
sih killings. 




British plane crashes off Canary Isles i 

SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE. Canary Islands. April 25 (AP) 

— A chartered Boeing plane bound for the Canary islands car- 
rying 146 passengers, most of them Britons, crashed into the 
Atlantic Ocean today minutes before it was scheduled to land 
here, aviation sources reported. They said there was no immedi- 
ate word on the fate of the plane. Three search planes had not so 
far reported finding any trace of the craft, they' said. The sources 
said the charter, Right Number OA 1000 of the British Dan- Air 
charter airline, was enroute from Manchester and lost contact 
with the Tenerife airport control tower five minutes before it was 
scheduled to land. In London, a spokesman for the airline s.tid 
there were 135 adults, mostly Britons, three children and a crew 
of eight aboard. Most of the passengers, he said, were from the 
Manchester area. On March 27, J977, a KLM 747 jet slammed 
into a taxing Pan American World Airways 747 on a foggy runway 
at Santa Cruz in Tenerife, killing 5S2 persons in the world's w oim 
air crash. 
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Price: Jordan 50 fils; Syria 50 piastres; Lebanon 75 piastres; 
Saudi Arabia 1 riyal; UAE 1 dirham; Great Britain 25 pfcnce. 


t Times interview 

l calls for haste 


luropean move 

'TE: The following article, based on an interview with 
tg Hussein, appeared in yesterday’s issue of The Times 
are reprinting it in full. 


jher Walker 

24 — On the eve 
tensified negoti- 
inian autonomy, 
if Jordan today 
sa for the EEC to 
ieace initiative in 
: the region from 
jed grimly as “a 
km, turmoil and 



w with The Times 
;d that his '‘worst 
icions” about the 
mp David peace 
ne true. He called 
m states, including - 
ly to unveil their 
sd plans for an 
he Uoited Nations 
which would rec- 
hts of the Pales- 


S peaking in his spacious hillside 
palace overlooking Amman, King 
Hussein said that Jordan's rela- 
tions with America had sunk to 
their lowest ebb in the 27 years he 
has ruled. He emphasised that 
Europe had a more valuable role 
to play in the search for a peaceful 
settlement in the Middle East than 
either America or the Soviet 
Union. 

“With all due respect to the two 
major powers, many of us are 
beginning to feel and speak more 
about the fact that there are also 
others who can contribute towards 
a solution and have a right to do 
so,” he said. “Maybe part of the 
error of the recent past," which he 
blamed for the crisis, “had been 
the lack of participation of certain 
countries in reaching a solution." 

The King urged both America 
and the Soviet Union to come 
forward and join the plan now 
under consideration by the EEC, 
adding that without Soviet par- 
ticipation no lasting settlement to 
the Middle East problem is feas- 
ible. He later disclosed that Jor- 
dan was for the first time actively 
considering buying Russian 
armaments. 

“I feel that Europe has closer 
links with this area in terras of its 
destiny and its future," he 
exp!aiued.“Europe is less likely to 
be under pressure, it has more 
continuity and more of an 
(Continued on page 2) 


ionaS Brief 


April 25 (Rl—feraeli Prime Minister Menacbem 
accused European states which recognised the P. Ies- 
aon Organisation (FLO) of supporting plans for the 
the Israeli people. Interviewed in the daily, Yediot 
Mr. Begin said: “There is nothing graver than this 
of the rights of the Palestinians to self- 
on.” To recognise the PLO, be ■ Lied. "• TVs 're- 
ins for the genocide of Israel.” Two days ago, the 
jy council of Europe became the first European body 
recognise the PLO. The council resolution drew an 
>ugh response from the Israeli foreign ministry yes- 
fa condemned the resolution as an attempt to damage 
East peace process. Mr. Begin also said today that 
j continue its policy of establishing Jewish settlements 
lied West Bank. “Settlement is vital. It is a fact that in 
Samaria (the West Bank) many settlements have been 
set up. This is vital for the defence of our people. And 
fat which is not open to doubt," he said. 

\BL April 25 (R)— The Amir of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa 
l Ai Khalifa, today arrived in the United Arab Emirates 
tart a three-day state visit, the official Emirates News 
d. The Amir, who arrived by boat, is accompanied by 
inister Sheikh Mohammad Bio Mubarak Al Khalifa. 
Julia I bn Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia, second in line to 
throne and commander of the kingdom’s national 
iso in Abu Dhabi on an official visit and last night had 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan AJ Nahayan, 
said. The agency said the talks covered current Arab 
ational developments, especially the situation in the 
:ll as bilateral relations. 

/, April 25 (R)— Former Premier Yitzhak Rabin is the 
ar choice of Israeli voters to he the country’s next prime 
'ccording to an opinion poll published today. The poll, 
ipsper Yediot Aharonot, showed 1 8 per cent opting for 
, who resigned as opposition Labour Party leader over 
s ago. Only six per cent favoured him in a similar poll in 
Current opposition leader Shimon Peres was in second 
i 17 per cent while Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
13 per cent, down three points from February. Defence 
Ezer Weizman got 10 per cent. 

, April 25 (R)— Iraq has dosed down the Baghdad 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
:d its personnel to leave, PFLP spokesman Bassam Abu 
I today. The staff was flyiag to Beirut, he said. On aprti 3 
government deponed the Baghdad-based staff of the 
eraocratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 

: regarded by Arab diplomats in Beirut as part of a 
5 dampdown by Baghdad on the Communist Party. 

zD GOLAN HEIGHTS, April 25 (R)-Tbe Israeli 
Doostrated its new Merkara (Chariot) tank yes- 
5 56-ton, long barreled tank, with a narrow, flat turret, 
s the rocky plateau of the Golan Heights at nearly 40 
ored direct hits on targets at 1,000 metres. The tank is 
service with the Israel army, which also has American 
18 and British Centurion tanks. The Merkava has a 
:nt at the rear which can transport eight fully equipped 
laser range-finder and a rear door which allows the 
tew to get out, reann and refuel under fire. 

ARI, April 25 (R)— The United Arab Emirates and 
i today decided to establish diplomatic relations at 
rial level, the official Emirates News Agency said quot- 
gn ministry statement. 

n. April 25 (R)--Mr. Agha Shabi, adviser to President 
1 on foreign affairs, left today for Tripoli for a three- 
id talks with Libyan Foreign Minister Ati Abdul Salam 
Beta! sources said. The two ministers will disci 1- - bilat- 
rc and the Islamic foreign ministers conference to be 
amabad from May 14 to 21. 


In response to abortive U.S. rescue mission 

Khomeini threatens to kill hostages 

From combined news agency dispatches 


Iranian revolutionary leader Ayatollah RuhoUah 
Khomeini and the militants bolding the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran Friday threatened to kill the 50 
embassy hostages if U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
tries another “silly manoeuvre” like the aborted 


airborne rescue mission. Iran's foreign minister said 
the waters of the Gulf would be set ablaze with oil if 
another raid were attempted. 

Eight American crewmen were killed and four 
others suffered burns when a helicopter and a trans- 


port plane of the rescue mission collided during the 
withdrawal, U.S. Defence Secretary Harold Brown 
reported. Iranian reports said the aircraft had 
landed near Tabas, in the Dasht-e-Kavir desert 560 
kilometres east of Tehran. 


Tebrau Radio broadcast a 
statement by the militants in the 
embassy declaring, “If America 
tries to resort to these unskilful 
and cowardly nicks, it will not 
only face the filthy lifeless corpses 
of the hostages but all those 
responsible for these plots will be 
buried in the soil of Iran." 

Revolutionary leader Kho- 
meini. in a statement quoted by 
Tehran Radio, accused President 
Carter of being ready "for the 
sake of his re-election as president 
of the republic...to commit any 
crime, even if that cosr him killing 
all people.” 

He called the rescue mission a 
“silly manoeuvre" and said that if 
the United States tried another 
rescue “all the attackers and all 
the hostages would be killed." 

The militants had threatened 
previously to kill the hostages if 
any American military moves 
were made against Iran. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq 
Qotbzadeh, who condemned the 
U.S. action as an "act of war,” was 
quoted as saying that if the United 
States tries such a raid again Iran 
will open its tap, let oil flow into 
the Gulf and then set it ablaze. 

Sketchy reports from Tehran 
indicated the Iranians believed 
some Americans might have been 
stranded in tbe eastern Iranian 
desert where the mission was 
aborted because of what President 
Carter called "equipment fail- 
ures." 

Tehran Radio told people in the 
area a round Tabas to search for 
"marines and raiding personnel 
now in the region.” 

Mr. Qotbzadeh told the U.S. 
broadcast network CBS he had 
re re !v ed irfrvr T, ' , * : m *’ there ■' ”• 
some Amen».a;ia it*i be:-— - 
“But this has not been precise." 

U.S. Secretary of Defence 
Harold Brown said the rescue 


attempt was aborted when there 
helicopters failed. He said the 
bodies of the eight American ser- 
vicemen who were killed were left 
behind, but that all other per- 
sonnel were safely withdrawn. 

The operation involved approx- 
imately 90 U.S. military per- 
sonnel, plus air crews, eight 
helicopters, which were based on 
the aircraft carrier Nimitz in the 
Arabian Sea, and transport air- 
planes, Mr. Brown said. 
Altogether , the mission was on 


Iranian soil for about three hours, 
he said. 

it was cancelled because the 
rescue force was down to five 
operating helicopters instead of 
the planned minimum of six, he 
said. 

He said that while taking off in 
the desert darkness, a helicopter 
collided with the C-l 30, and both 
caught fire. The field commander, 
who was not- identified, then 
ordered his men to board the 
transport planes to return to the 


carrier. 

Iranian estimates said 400 to 
500 wen; involved in the oper- 
ation. 

The Iranian military command 
claimed the aircraft crashed while 
fleeing from Iranian warplanes, 
but President’ Carter said there 
were no hostilities and that the 
Iranians were unaware of the U.S. 
attempt until several hours after 
the withdrawal. 

The Americans took a busload 
of Iranians prisoner briefly before 
releasing them and flying off. 
Tehran Radio said. 

The dcsen was being used as a 
staging area for the final leg of the 
mission to Tehran, President Car- 
ter said. 

In Tehran, an estimated 10,000 
jubilant Iranians poured into the 
streets around the U.S. embassy 
when they heard of the unsuc- 
cessful mission, celebrating with 
shouts and cheers. They flashed 
victory signs, clenched their fists 
and screamed, "down with Car- 
ter” and “Carter is finished.” 

Iranian radio said the militants 
were meeting to discuss their 
response to the rescue mission. 

Ayatollah Khomeini said Mr. 
Carter was “ready to kill people" 
for the sake of his re-election. 

“Carter's mistake is that he 
believes that he is capable, by 
resorting to such silly manoeuvres, 
to draw the Iranian people — away 
from Islam and from struggle," 
Ayatollah Khomeini said in a 
Tehran Radio broadcast. 

Mr. Qotb ’ii. fp’d CBS fb-'i 
he hopes the »..u..jr, govt, 
will proceed with caution and "not 
react as nervously as the Ameri- 
cans did" in launching the raid. 

c ‘ 1 **•» l<- l *»r ■■■*•» v ; *h ■ u J 
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members of Iran's Revolutionary 
Council and urged restraint. He 
said he believed the Iranian 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (R) - President Carter said today he felt 
a U.S. military operation to rescue American hostages in Iran 
which be cancelled was certain of success but for mechnkal dif- 
ficulties. 

In a televised broadcast just hours after the abortive mission was 
disclosed, the president said there was no evidence the Iranian 
authorities had known about it until after it had been cancelled. He 
said he called off the operation late yesterday after the U.S. forces 
had landed in remote desert strip in Iran. 

Mr. Carter said he accepted fufl responsibility for ordering the 
operation and disclosed that it had been careftifly planned over a 
long period with an all-volunteer force that bad repeatedly 
rehearsed its mission. 

Mr. Carter , in a veiled warning to Iran not to take reprisals 
against the hostages because of the foiled mission, said the United 
States stiD held the Tehran government responsible for the safety 
and early release of the hostages. 

He said he would continue to pursue “every possible avenue” to 
secure die hostages' release. 

He said planning for the mission began soon after the hostages 
were seized an Nov. 4 but for various reaseas had not been 
mounted until now. “tins rescue attempt had to await my judg- 
ment that the Iranian authorities could not and would not resolve 
this crisis on their own initiative,” be said. 

He stressed it was his decision to attempt the operation, and his 
derision to call it off after equipment failure in helicopters used by 
the force. 

Tke casualties occurred whe.: two helicopter* celli:: : or. the 

ground during refuelling, he added. 

He said the entire U.S. force had been evacuated safely and 
added: “There was no fighting, there was no combat.” 

In discussing the operation. President Carter said: “Our rescue 
*. . 1 k’ -te -p*:;; ' ■ - r * ' * ’■ 

I difficult, and it was certain to be dangerous. 

“We were all convinced that if and when tbe rescue operation 
had been commenced, that it had an excellent chance of success.” 


World reacts to hostage rescue mission 


MOSCOW, April 25 (R) — The Soviet Union today denounced the 
abortive U.S. rescue mission in Iran as a reckless action that balanced 
on the brink of madness and might have stoned a war. 

When President Carter announced details of the failed mission to 
free the American hostages in Tehran, the official Soviet News 
Agency Tass speedily condemned it while Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko, visiting Paris, said his First reaction was one of incredulity. 
“We condemn the American action. We don't think it can lead to a 
peaceful solution," he said. 

Tass, describing the U.S. operation as an armed provocation 
against Iran, saidit was launched in defiance of international law and 
could have sparked a war in the Gulf, killing thousands of innocent 
people. 

President Carter launched the rescue bid in a vain attempt to 
present himself as a strong leader and get himself re-elected at any 
price, the Soviet agency said in a report from New York. 

It accused the president of being prepared to risk mass bloodshed 
and the fives of the 50 American hostages for his own electoral 
interests. 

The Soviet agency said America's European allies might have been 
expected to exert a moderating influence on the "crazy" plans of the 
Uoited States, but in fact they were supporting Washington. 

Concessions which the allies had made to the U.S. over sanctions 
against Iran were leading only to a heightening of tension which 
would free President Carter's hands to broaden the military con- 
frontation in the Gulf region. 

“Responsibility for these actions of Carter's are borne by the 
American administration, and by those who support it,” Tass said, in 
an obvious reference to America's allies. 

The United States' NATO allies, not consulted about the oper- 
ation, voiced understanding and sympathy over the attempt, western 
alliance sources in Brussels said. 

NATO diplomats said President Carter took a gamble and the 
Western World would have applauded had the operation been suc- 
cessful. 

The same tone was adopted by Egypt and also Israel, which in 
1976 staged a successful rescue of hostages from Enoebbe airport in 
Uganda. 

Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin said: “I am. very sorry 
about the mistakes which happened. I hope that the status of the U .S. 
in the world is not harmed. Mistakes can happen to anybody." 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat echoed these views, commenting 
“It is hard luck and should not dishearten more action to free and 

rescue the hostages." ___ i - 

Commenting on an Israeli Radio report that the U.S. planes in tne 
abortive rescue operation had taken off from Egypt, he said: “1 have 
promised the American people that 1 shall give facilities for the 
rescue of the hostages and for the rescue of any Arab state of the 
Gulf.” He did not elaborate. 

But the failed mission also prompted fears of violence escalating in 

the region. „ .... 

Japanese Foreign Minister Saburo Okita said of the surprise 
attempt: “I am worried and seriously concerned that the U.S. action 
this time may lead to armed action in the future." 

Japan recently joined the European Common Market in deciding 
on limited sanctions against Iran. Mr. Okita, asked if Japan would 
now continue with the measures, said: "I cannot say... until the case 
has been clarified.” 


Italy told the United States it was opposed to the use of force to 
free the hostages in Tehran while India said it could not condone 
military adventurism. 

An Indian externa/ affairs ministry spokesman said New Delhi 
could not "condone military adventurism of the type inherent in the 
attempt by the United States which can have large-scale and long- 
term negative implications for stability and peace in the West Asian 
region." 

Fears of a more volatile situation were also voiced by NATO 
Secretary-General Joseph Luns who said: "In view of the emotional 
nature of the Iranians, I fear they will react strongly to the American 
attempt to free the hostages." 

Australian Foreign Minister Andrew Peacock, underlining these 
fears, said: "I trust that in the days ahead there will be a great deal of 
restraint shown by all parties." 

Spokesman for French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing and 
West German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt said neither leader had 
prior warning of the United States mission. Neither had any immedi- 
ate comment to make. 

In London, political sources said British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher today sent President Carter a message praising his courage 
in launching the abortive operation. 

The sources said Britain had at no point conte mplaied tbe use of its 
forces to help free the hostages and continued to support the EECs 
diplomatic and economic sanctions plan. 

Britain’s deputy foreign secretary. Sir Ian Gilmour said his con- 
servative government commiserated with the United States, dec- 
laring that it was time for allies to stick together. 

For the relatives of the hostages, held in Tehran since Nov. 4, news 
of the abortive mission came as a bitter blow. 

Mrs. Dorothea MoreBeld, wife of the U.S. consul general in 
Tehran, said: ‘Tm scared to death. Tm really scared." 

China, which has recently expressed concern that Washington's 
policies towards Tehran might drive Iran closer to the Soviet Union, 
declined comment. “The situation is not dear. No comment," a 
foreign ministry official said. 

Mr. Luns, holding a press conference later in Copenhagen, said 
there were no plans to put NATO forces on the alert. The new crisis 
over Iran was not one that directly involved NATO, he added. 
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revolutionary leader and the 
entire Iranian government shared 
his feelings. 

Mr. Qotbzadeh said President 
Carter had not'cxplaincd why the 
action was taken, “and therefore 1 
certainly see it us a dear indication 
for an act of war against Iran... If 
these kinds of things continue, 
believe me our nation is ready to 
go, to set fire in the whole region, 
not to let the Americans by force 
win anything." 

Earlier in an interview with 
France's Channel TF-1, Mr. 
Qotbzadeh said: “If the students 
did something, who will be 
responsible? The Iranian gov- 
ernment or the American gov- 
ernment?*' 

Israeli Radio claimed that the 
rescue mission was launched from 
Egypt, and the planes, at least 
three C- 1 30 transports, slopped in 
the Gulf island of Bahrain. ABC 
quoted a source in Tehran as say- 
ing at least the helicopter portion 
of the operation began in Pakis- 
tan. 

The soldiers were believed 
flown in on transports and were to 
transfer to helicopters. 

A statement from the Iranian 
joint chief of staff's office said 
reconnaissance planes were now 
overflying tbe area. 

President Abol Hasson Bani- 
Sadr visited the crash she Friday 
and said he had seen two planes 
and five helicopters. He com- 
mented, “Mr. Carter, who has 
sympathy for international laws, 
*• • our territory and doesn't 
respect international law.” 

A message from Ayatollah 
Khomeini, read on state radio Fri- 
day night, said all the hostages 
. ...• • s— » beer* killed if *h~ 
.wM.i.1 rmss.on had rcucucd uie 
Tehran embassy. 

"Carter must know that if this 
group had attacked the nest of 
espionage, there would be no sign 
of them or the spies by now and 
they would all have gone to hell.” 

Tehran Radio and Pars quoted 
the bus passengers as saying they 
were stopped on a road near 
Tabas at about 2:30 a.m. by 
American soldiers who spoke 
excellent Farsi (the Iranian lan- 
guage ) and who ordered them to 
get out of the bus and took them to 
American airplanes nearby. 

As the Iranians were being hus- 
tled into an aircraft, a helicopter 
exploded and the marines decided 
to leave and released the pas- 



Presidenl Carter prepares in 
deliver his 7-minute national tele- 
vision report from the Oval Offitv 
of the White House in Washington 
Friday to explain the abortive 
attempt to rescue the American 
hostages from Iran. ( A? 
wirephoto) 

sengers, they said. 

President Carter said “several" 
Americans were injured, but were 
expected to recover. 

Pars said local police in the 
Tabas area surrounded the wrec- 
kage of a helicopter and an air- 
plane. 

President Carter did not say 
when the mission arrived in Iran 
or where the American troops 
were taken after it was aborted. 

Tehran Radio called it an 
“unprecedented" U.S. defeat. 

“The world-devouring 
America, proud of her satanic.il 
equipment, had tried to play with 
fire and had -enl forces to the 
desert," it said. "However, the 
guardian and keeper of this upri- 
sen nation, who from the be gin - 
r J m- 't th!- has taker 

liii!- . . die •. ing i. 

his protection, has inflicted a 
defeat and flight upon the Ameri- 
cans and their mercenaries unpre- 
"denicd : r* »*-•• i- • 

.*!••.* , .... 

Mr. Carter said last week milit- 
ary action would probably be the 
only course open to him if 
economic and diplomatic pressure 
by the United States and its allies 
did not result in the release in the 
near future of the Americans. 

The principal action under con- 
sideration has been a blockade of 
Iran’s oil shipments, most likely by- 
mining the Iranian pons. 

On Thursday. Mr. Qolbzndch 
threatened to close the Gulf and 
cut off much of its Arab 
neighbours' oil exports to the rest 
of the world if the United States 
mined Iranian ports. He did not 
say how they would be attempted. 

See related stories, page 6 
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foreboding 


ONE OF President Carter's policy advisers is said to have warned 
darkly during an in-house debate on America's handling of the 
Iran crisis this week that “we are slipping down a slippery slope 
towards a military confrontation." 

By authorising the attempted rescue mission which has ended 
in disaster in the remote Iranian desert. Mr. Carter seems to have 
taken a decided leap down that slope. 

Since the news of the abortive mission was announced yes- 
terday. the world has held its breath. Whatever may have been the 
rescue plan, and however one may sympathise with America's 
collective exasperation over the hostages affair, the fact remains 
that the U.S. has mounted a military operation against a hostile 
foreign country. In doing so it has ended the period when it has 
merely been *■ declining to rule out” the use of force to try and 
resolve this dispute. The operation mounted effectively kills the 
prospect of a negotiated solution being achieved through dip- 
lomatic means; further diplomatic moves will be meaningless. 

This is alarming not only in terms of the precedem it sets and 
the danger in which it places the American hostages, but because 
President Carter seems to have ignored the mounting chorus of 
advice he has been getting, particularly from America's European 
allies, not to resort to a military option. Just a day before the 
rescue reams landed in the Iranian desert, the White House was 
saying it “strongly welcomes” EEC support for proposed 
economic sanctions against Iran. At the same time, many of those 
allies were sending clear signals to Washington about the perils of 
military action. And now. in giving details of the botched mission. 
President Carter has said the support of America's allies is needed 
more than ever before. The allies (including Japan), who stand to 
lose as much as the U.S. in terms of economic interests from the 
alienation of Iran, can hardly feel reassured about their reluctant 
agreement to go along with the American sanctions proposal, 
when President Carter now says the military rescue mission was 
launched because he was convinced that the Iranian authorities 
“could not and would not resolve this crisis on their own initia- 
tive.'* If so, what good were sanctions supposed to do? And what 
good do Europe and Japan now gain from having committed 
themselves to take a belligerent stance against Iran? 

There were also voices in the U.S. crying out against any 
contemplated use of force. Only the other day. a U.S. Methodist 
Church delegation had called on Mr- Carter “not to give in to 
those who counsel military intervention, nor to lake steps which 
will lead eventually to war.” And only the day before the mission 
was aborted in disaster,' Mr. Carter was sending soothing mes- 
sages to the Senate foreign relations committee about holding the 
military option in abeyance. 

Furthermore, can all the planners and thinkers and strategists 
in the White House basement have missed the fact that, only the 
day before the mission was apparently launched, the Iranians had 
asked the Soviet Union to help them in the event of any American 
military move? The Soviets, eager to improve their relations with 
Tehran and enhance their position generally in the region, are 
likely to respond favourably to such a request. Now they have the 
best reason in the world for doing so. 

And, as the London Daily Telegraph said in an editorial 
yesterday: “Any form of military action against Iran would open 
the possibility ot direct clashes between American and Russian 
forces. Since in any such localised encounter in that part of the 
world. Russian forces would have an overwhelming advantage, 
the result could only be cither a humiliating defeat for .America or 
the broadening of the conflict, possibly into a nuclear war.” As it 
turns out. the bungle has produced both the humiliation and the 
threat of a wider conflict. 

The White House's bland assurances that the operation was 
not directed against the Iranian people are unlikely to placate the 
authorities in Tehran, who must now, under intense pressure, cast 
about for a response appropriate to their own perceptions and 
requirements — a response to what they can only see as a hostile, 
armed attack on their sovereign territory. 

It is in these circumstances that those of us in this region feel 
such fear and foreboding, as a very real source of potential global 
conflict is once again planted in our midst. The Iran mission was 
an ill-advised move taken by a poorly advised President. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 

AS. RAT: Israeli terrorism and acts of repression against Arabs in 
the occupied territories have assumed dangerous proportions 
with the unleashing of Zionist vandals from their settlements to 
cause widespread damage to Arab property. 

The window-smashing rampage against Arab homes and veh- 
icles in Ramnllah and Al Bireh is but a further sign of Israel's 
policy of evicting Palestinians from their homeland by deliberate 
escalation of terrorism against the Arab population. It is natural, 
therefore, that the Arabs, in self-defence, vow to retaliate for 
Israeli vandalism. 

AL OUSTOl'R: The results of recent visits to Washington by 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and the leadcrof Israel's 
opposition Labour Parry. Mr. Shimon Peres, are incongruent and 
somewhat puzzling. 

Mr. Begin had accused both the Americans and the Egyptians 
of not honouring the letter and the spirit of the Camp David 
agreements, whereas we hear Mr. Peres and President Carter 
announce yesterday that they have a broad agreement on the 
Middle East situation and on methods of settling the region s 
problems. 

Washington at first seemed to support Mr. Begin's views even 
when he sel very difficult conditions for the resumption of the 
autonomy talks: nowit seems to be supporting Mr. Peres's ideas as 
though it were endorsing his party's return to power. But what 
should be emphasised is that with any government in Israel, be it 
led by Likud or by Labour* nothing will improve as long as 
Washington continues to support the expansionist design of 
Israel. 


By Ron Cat hell 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN, April 25 -- With the 
assistance of West Germany, the 
Royal Scientific Society I RSS) will 
soon launch two new solar energy 
projects aimed at ensuring sup- 
plies of fresh, clean drinking water 
for people in remote arid regions, 
according to Dr. Olfried 
Schneider, solar division head ot 
German Appropriate Technology 
Exchange (GATE). 

One project will focus on per- 
fecting a simple water distillation 
process using the greenhouse 
method, and ihc other pro ject will 
combine both solar energy and 
wind power to pump water from 
wells — a project never before 
attempted here. Dr. Schneider 
told the Jordan Times recently. 
Both projects will take two years 
and cost a total of about DM 6 
million (JD 1 million J-DM 2.5 
million for the distillation project 
and DM 3.5 million for the well 
pumping project. 

Dr. Schneider, a top German 
hydrologist, was in Jordan last 
week to review progress on the 
GATE-RSS solar desalination 
project at Aqaba, which was offi- 
cially completed last Saturday 
when West Germany and the 
National Planning Council (NPC) 
signed the extension agreement 
for 1979, marking the end of the 
very successful two-year project. 

Signing of the extension agree- 
ment made official (fie aid Jordan 
had already received in the past 
year. The plant, now exclusively a 
Jordanian operation, will continue 
producing 2.fv25 litres of clean 
water an hour. 

While here. Dr. .Schneider 
wrapped up u lew- details of the 
next project between the two sci- 
ence and technology centres. \n 
RSS official told the Jordan Times 
that this project, the water dis- 
tillation system, will lie started in 
about a month following signing of 
the agreement with G \TE, which 
will initiate the transfer of West 


German aid tor the project. 
GATE is a branch of West Ger-* 
many's institute for technical 
cooperation (GTZ). 

For the distillation project. 
GATE and the RSS will draw on 
the vast assortment of greenhouse 
techniques used throughout the 
world, and adapt several types for 
use in different conditions. The 
purpose of the project. Dr. 
Schneider says, is to refine the 
design of a few ty pes of distillation 
greenhouse that could be easily 
assembled and maintained by 
local inhabitants. 

Dr. Schneider's sights are not 
set just on helping the inhabitants 
of Jordan's remote area. He hopes 
the knowledge and skills gained in 
the project can be utilised 
throughout the Middle East .md 
Africa, where the supply ol clean 

drinking water is often meagre. 
“This technology eventually will 
be used in the Middle East and 
Africa in arid areas where there is 
only brackish water from wells 
200 to 3110 metres deep and with 
too much salinity or minerals.” 
Dr. Schneider said. 

West Germany chose Jordan as 
the site ol the project because of 
the excellent results achieved m 
previous joint projects. Dr. 
Schneider has been working with 
the RSS t»n joint projects and 
ollenng technical assistance for 
seven years, and their track record 
shows nothin e but -uucos. 

“The RSS is one ol the most 
efficient institutes of its kind.” the 
water engineer said. Anu present 





Two experimental distillation greenhouses have already been built 
and are undergoing tests as part of the Aqaba desalination project in 
Aqaba. 


them with a project idea, and they 
can do it. I'm sure we ll perfect 
these sv stems to be used else- 
where." 

Jordan is jNo geographically 
ideal fur Mr. Schneider's work. 
Not only does it recci' e more than 
its share of %unny Jays with rare 
exceptions such as the past winter: 
it also has vast arid regions where 
water supplv is a pioblcm. This 
makes hydro-Milar project siu-s in 
Jordan perfect “laboratories in 
practice, where techniques can be 
perfected under the conditions of 
the field.” Dr. Schneider said. 

The principle of the greenhouse 
method of distilling water is sim- 
ple, but there are many variations. 
Basically, a low greenhouse 
shaped structure, usually about 
one metre high, intensifies the 
sun's heat. Brackish or unclean 
water is passed through the green- 



Dr. Otfried Schneider (second from left) goes over details of new 
projects between West Germany and the RSS. Looking on are RSS 
Deputy Director Dr. Fakhri Daghestani (far right). Director of the 
RSS Mechanical Engineering Department Mr. Abdallah Jaradat (far 
left) and GTZ consultant Dr. Hans Thissen. 


house and allowed to evaporate. 
As the vapour, pure of pollutants 
and minerals, comes in contact 
with the cool sides of the green- 
house, it condenses, streams down 
the walls, and is collected. 

Dr. Schneider wants to devise 
greenhouses that cun he made 
from mate rials available locally, 
and simple enough for local 
inhabitant'' to operate and main 
tain. 

Other greenhouse distillation 
units throughout the world have a 
lifetime of only up to siv months 
because of corrosion problems 
and (he build up of residues, but 
he is convinced models can lie 
devised that can operate inde- 
finitely. He criticises the inter- 
national mechanism for the trans- 
fer and exchange of technology on 
the subject as not being put to 
practical use. 

“I've been to more conferences 
on such subjects than you would 
believe. \nd all that the 'experts' 
do is talk, talk talk. But vve want to 
'do', and put ideas into practical 
use." Dr. Schneider said. 

“The main part of all this 
research is not tor the sake of 
research itself, but it is to aid the 
locals, the industries and fav lories 
so they can eventually do it them- 
selves," lie said. 

Because of the varying geog- 
raphical and cl im.ibc conditions ol 
the regions where the distillation 


units would he used* Dr.- 
Schneider wants to develop a sys- 
tem appropriate to each situation 
to ensure that the most efficient 
method is being employed. Once 
the different units are perfected. 
West Germany may consider 
manufacturing prefabricated 
models for countries which do not 
have the capability to make their 
own. 

In a separate, unprecedented 
project, G ATE and the RSS arc u> 
build an autonomous system 
which will use solar energy and 
wind power to pump water from, 
deep wells in remote areas where 
there is no fuel or conventional- 
power source to drixe electronic 
pumps. 

No official agreement on thiv. 
subject has yet been signed bet- 
ween the two sides, but in meet- 
ings here lust month with RSS and 
NPC officials Dr. Schneidci was 
given the green light to prepare 
and present a feasibility study m 
v« \TE and the West Gcim.in 
government. Vppiuv.ilol the pro- 
ject is assured: Dr. Schneidci told 
the Jordan Time-' that the iei- 


Thc airport area is ideaikj 

because it K relatively n£ 

RSS. and yet it j s 
region. . * 

“We're undertaking i 

now to pump water ^ 
with a yield of 20 cuhtn 
hour using solar enaj 
Schneider said. -. Bui 
very big fields 0 f pKo 
cells, and they arc vers e, 
IFyuuu.int m suppl’v ;i co 
oF ettjlti io ten ihJusm 
w" h the water Turn, welh 
forget about using th c s, 
“It could be done, hut 

cost a fortune. !’m more ir 

in hundreds of smjjj ( 
nomads and their q* 
goats” He added that I 
like to use solar energy jj 
and wind power at u'noth 
which is more efficient, , 
combine both methods a 
pare thc result-. 

One application of th 
which should he cimm 
usjng the autonomous 
system'* to lift water (oi 
turc in and areas where o 
petroleum fuel e.in tv 



An example of West German technical cooperation: the Anal 
nation plant. - 


Local News Briefs 


AMMAN, April 25 (JN A)— A four-day seminar on the role of women 
in society will open here tomorrow under the chairmanship of His 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. A number of working papers on 
women's problems and their role in education, vocational training 
and social work will, be presented at the seminar which will be 
attended by participants from ten Arab states and Palestine as well as 
representatives from UNESCO, UNICEF and the -International 
Labour Organisation (I LO). The seminar is organised by the Minis- 
try of Labour in cooperation with the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities. 

DAMASCUS. April 25 (JNA)— The Syrian-Jordanian joint elec- 
trical power committee began its 14th meeting here today to review 
the countries’ projects. A four-member team from the Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority is representing Jordan in the three-day meeting. 

AMMAN, April 25 (JNA)— The visiting Soviet educational deleg- 
ation today visited the ancient city of Petra in southern Jordan. The 
delegation later was taken on a tour of the agricultural school in 
Shobak, where its members were briefed on the school’s activities 
and programmes. 

AMMAN, April 25 (JT)--As of yesterday the two bridges across the 
River Jordan were reopened lo normal traffic, a spokesman for the 
Public Security Directorate (PSD) said yesterday. He was quoted by 
Al Rj’i newspaper as saying that the intermittent closure of the 
bridges was so that repairs could be done on the bridges, which 
sustained, damage due to the rising level of river water because of this 
winter's heavy rains. Al Ra’i also reported that Public Security has 
announced tenders for the construction of modern passport and 
travellers' halls near the bridges. 

AMMAN. April 25 (JNA)— A two-day conference of Arab dentists 
ended here today. Participants listened to lectures by prominent 
dentists from Jordan, Iraq and Syria on dental diseases and modem 


methods of treatment. The conference, organised by the Jordanian 
Dentists' Association, was opened at the Professional Association 
Complex last night by Health Minister Zuhair Malhas, who also 
inaugurated a trade exhibition of dental equipment, clinics and 
medicine. 


R AMTH A. April 25 ( JN A )— A number of people were taken ill after 
drinking contaminated water from a tower situated in the northern 
district of this town. Health Minister Zuhair Malhas, who supervised 
the treatment of those infected at the town's hospital, said they were 
all given speedy treatment and have been discharged after being 
completely cured. Medical enquiries have been started to determine 
the cause of the contamination and a tem of doctors and specialists 
was set up to help conduct the task. Dr. Malhas said. According to the 
Governor of Irbid, Mr. Abed Daudiyeh, pumping of drinking water 
from the water tower to the town has been halted pending the team's 
findings, and that work has already started on the replacement of the 
old water pipe network in the town. 


mans have ayi eed in principle to 
the project. No lie is now in » iei- 
inany busily preparing the feasi- 
bility study and itemised cost 
estimate. 

Work on the project could stall 
even before ti financial assistance 
agreement is signed, by using 
some of the funds marked for tile 
distill.il ion project. Thc RSS and 
* I \TE want to begin immediately 
on l he pumping project, and admit 
that the transfer of DM 2.5 million 
t his year for the distillation project 
is more than is required at this 
time. If all parties agree, the pro- 
ject can ger underway immedi- 
ately and be followed later in thc 
year with signing of u financial and 
technicar assistance agreement. 

The project involves storing 
electricity in batteries that are 
charged both by solar (photo- 
voltaic) cells and by a wind-driven 
generator. ,Thb> combination . 
wquW ensure a constan t electricity 
supply --’solar’ ceil? are efficient ■' 
for only six peak hours of the day, 
but the wind continues to blow, at 
varying speeds, for 24 hours each 
day. 

Dr. Schneider has already 
located two sites at which to start 
the project, both near the new 
Queen Alia airport. He has 
received permission to use the 
wells at both spots from the 
Natural Resources Authority and 
the Water Supply Corporation. 


drive generators. Sever 
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known undergroun 
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soil is remarkably lertil 
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West Germany h.- 
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research projects jdc 
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went into the desutinaii 
Aqaba. Alter two year 
and upgrading, the pi 
capable of producing > 
of pure water an houi 
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after the plant was first 
■ ing that year the Germ 
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during thc second year 
ject that the optimum 
seven litres an hourwa- 
remarkable accompli 
such a short time. 

Dr. Schneider is pi 
project and the men fr 
who aimed it out. 
excellent enaince r% he 
“ \nd they are now 
ihinkinu. solar." 


King Hussein calls for haste from Europi 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Films 

The Department of Culture and Arts, in cooperation with the 
Embassy of East Germany, presents the first night in a festival of 
German films, starting 8 p.m. at Versailles Cinema. 

Sculpture Exhibition 

The Jordan National Gallery presents an exhibition of sculpture 
by Samer Tabba’-The gallery is open daily except on Tuesdays. 

Stamps Exhibition 

The French Cultural Centre, in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Telecommunications, presents an exhibition of Jordanian and 
French stamps. This exhibition is on display daily until Apnl 27. 

Art Exhibition 

The Jordanian Artists' Association presents an exhibition of 
paintings, sculpture and ceramics hv 45 Jordanian artists, most of 
whom are association members. The works are displayed at the 
association's centre in Jabal Luweibdeh fin a side street opposite 
the French Cultural Centre). The exhibition is open every day. 
including Friday, until April .10. Opening hour* (0:00 to 1:00 
p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 


Continued from page 1) 

emphasis on principles.” 

The King bitterly criticised the 
problems caused by electoral con- 
siderations in American policy. 

The EEC leaders have indi- 
cated that they will wait at least 
until the May 26 deadline for 
agreement in the Egyptian-Israeli 
autonomy talks before formally 
unveiling their Middle East plans. 

But today King Hussein insisted 
that more urgent action was 
needed as it had become obvious 
that the Camp David process had 
‘•run out of steam." 

Both the King and Sharif 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf, his new 
Prune Minister, have made it dear 
in interviews that any lingering 
American or Egyptian hopes that 
Jordan may still belatedly be per- 
suaded to join the Camp David 
process are based on wishful 
thinking. 

There is considerable anger at 
all levels of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment about whai is seen as 


repeated efforts by the Carter 

administration to try to force Jor- 
dan into playing a part. 

The King today repeated his 
central and unchanged conviction 
that the Palestinian issue remains 
the key to any future Middle East 
settlement. “ As far as that aspect 
was concerned the Camp David 
formula was always a non- 
starter,'' he told me. 

“It spoke of people but not of 
land, and about rights which these 
people could exercise as guests 
under Israeli control and occu- 
pation. It was really just an excuse 
for Israel to try to gain time and 
alter the shape of reality to a point 
where the obstacles in the way of 
any real attempt to find a lasting 
solution would be monumental.” 

During the 60-minute inter- 
view, the King was pessimistic 
about the chances of forging suf- 
ficient Arab unity for a joint initia- 
tive io counter the Camp David 
process. 

Although this remains his long- 
term goal, and will again he pur- 


sued in advance of the Amman 
Arab summit in November, it 
appears that there is little chance 
of it being achieved especially 
after the divisions brought to light 
by this month's meeting in Tripoli 
of the “steadfastness” group. 

As a result, the Jordanian 
monarch — whose own par- 
ticipation has long been regarded 
as vital for a comprehensive set- 
tlement — sees European inter- 
vention as the Middle East's best 
hope. “At this stage, the United 
States has lost the possibility of 
influencing events in the region in 
a positive way," he stated. 

The King, who has h3d exten- 
sive diplomatic contacts with 
European governments' in recent 
months, revealed that he shared 
the view of the British Foreign 
Office that Arab support for the 
West over issues like Afghanistan - 
is not feasible in the present Mid- 
dle East situation. 

“The Palestinian problem and 
lack of a solution is dividing the 
urea from what could be identified' 
as the rest of the free world,” he 


declared. 

“You cannot expec 
backing of the people-, 
because of your aUq 
for the Muslims of . 
when Jerusalem — whr 
tant to millions of N 
Christians — is still a 
occupation." \ 
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CAR FOR SALE 

Brand new 1979 Toyota Land Cruiser, with hard top, 
four-wheel drive and petrol engine, 1 ,000 km. driven, 
customs duties paid. 

Call: tofa 37881 .from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
or 3:00 to 6:30 p.m. 


DIPLOMATIC MISSION 
NEEDS CLERK • TYPIST 

Good command of English^ Arabic and ability 
40 WPM are essential. 

Call 44371, ext- 225 br 226 for fat»W 



KARACHI 


THE ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINE 


Fri. 


Dep. 

2100 


Arr. Local time 
0530 


For more information, please call any Alia Sales Of flee 
OT y™ 11, nearest Travel Agent around the world.- .1 „ . 
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amas-Scene 


ed for the Jordan Times by Pat McDonnell 


(Week of April 26 - May 2) 

EXHIBITIONS 

Y, April 28: A collection of photos commemorating 60 
soviet rule in Azerbaijan win open for one week in the 
litoral Centre. 

«r 

Y, April 29: Damascene artist Mamoan , Homsi win be 
in a solo show, entitled “Man and Earth” in A1 Sha’b 
\ 6:30 p jd. reception will open the 1 0-day show. Bora in 
Homsi is a graduate of the Fine Arts Centre. Approx- 
4 abstract oil paintings will be shown in thk. the artist’s 
>Io show. Hours: 1 0 a.m. - 2 p jn,; 4-8 p.m. daily except 

UING: In conjunction with Yugoslav Cultural Week, a 
i of original oil paintings by Yugoslav artists is on view in 
bition Hall of the Damascus National M useum Infor- 
n films, lectures and dance recitals may be obtained by 
the Yugoslav Embassy. 

reflection of mixed media works by Palestinian p ainte rs 
s to be on view through Monday in the “ Karameh Day*’ 
m at Al Sha’b Gallery. 

re than 70 reproductions of satirical cartoons by French 
lating from 1 830 to the present continues in the French 
^ entre - The w °rks of Daumier, Effel, Poublot, Chavai, 
Setnpe are included. 

LECTURES 


Jordanian researcher discovers new cel 


t: 


April 27: “The Kosova Region of Yugoslavia” will be 
* Hof a lecture sponsored by the Arab Writers' Union at 6 
. Ac Arab Cultural Centre (in Arabic). 

- v Y, April 28: In the series of lectures entitled “Writer and 
” Dr. Mohammad Mohaf3 and Dr. Suhefl Zakar will 
;e Kharzan Empire at 6 p.m. in the Arab Cultural Centre 

4 

Y, April 29: “ Actuaiite Artistique en France’ * entitles a 
lecture by Mr. Jean-Pierre Fournier, a professor of 
a from a Paris film school. The first lecture is entitled 
■ectives.” The talk will be illustrated by colour slides (in 


le Sojourn,” the latest novel by Hermann Kant, will be 
1 by Mr. Wilhelm Vietinghoff at 8 p.m. in the German 
itie Republic Cultural Centre. Mr. Kant is head of the 
■ department at the centre. A small number of copies of 
are available on loan from the centre. The lecture will be 


SDAY, April 30: “Plant Protection by Aviation” will be 
of Dr. Reinhard Bartsch's talk at 6:30 p.m. in the Goethe 
The speaker is affiliated with the University of 
am and has carried out work in plant protection by 
in the Sudan and Morocco. 

VIDEO-TAPED PROGRAMME 

SDAY, April 30: A dramatic presentation of the prob- 
ing from the influx of the rural population to the cities, 
irons plus au champs,” will be shown at 6 pan. in the 
‘ultural Centre. 

FILMS 

)\Y, April 26 and MONDAY, April 28: “Les Grandes 
” a psychological film about a love triangle directed by 
jirico in 1965, will be shown at 7:30 p.m. both evenings 
ench Cultural Centre (in French, with Arabic sub-titles: 
d white). Lino Ventura and Michel Constantin star. 

)AY, April 26: “Interiors” by Woody Allen will be 


sie in®- 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartment 

ing of two bedrooms, salon, sitting room, two 
is; with central heating and telephone. Loca- 
.bal Amman, Qasr Al Hallabat building. 

Telephone 44530 



“The Land” on titles this oil painting by Mamoun Homsi, one of 24 
works featured in a one-man saow at Al Sha'b Gallery. 

shown ai 7:30 p.m. in the American Cultural Centre. Tickets may 
be obtained by signing up for membership at the centre. 

’ * ’ “Ein Tag Mil Dem Wind" entitles a 1977 film directed by 
Haro Senft to be shown in the Goethe Institute. It stars Marcel 
Maillard and Barbara Rutzmoser (in German, with Arabic sub- 
titles). 

SUNDAY, April 27: “On the Way to Lenin,” a feature film after 
the book by Alfred Kurella. will be shown at 6:30 p.m. in the 
German Democratic Cultural Centre (Arabic sub-titles). A 
documentary, “Man is at the Centre,” also will be shown (in 
Arabic). 

MONDAY, April 28: Two documentaries, one on the capital city 
of Azerbaijan, the other on the fine arts of Azerbaijan, will be 
shown at 7 p.m. in the Soviet Cultural Centre (in English, with 
Arabic sub-titles). 

* * * A film on the fine arts of Britain will be shown at 7:30 p.m. in 
, the British Cultural Centre. 

TUESDAY, April 29: Films oa the natural sciences will be shown 
at 7:30 p.m. in the British Cultural Centre. 

WEDNESDAY, April 30: “The Chairman" entitles a feature film 
to be shown at 7 p.m. in the Soviet Cultural Centre (in Russian, 
with Arabic sub-titles). 

* * * Films on astronomy and the universe will be shown at 7:30 
p.m. in the British Cultural Centre. 

THURSDAY, May 1: The British Cultural Centre will show films 
on education at 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, May 3: “The Traditional World of Islam ” Parts I - III. 
will be shown at 7:30 p.m. in the British Cultural Centre. 

THEATRE 

THE NATIONAL THEATRE of Syria is presenting Ali Okla 
Arsan's adptation of Sophocles’ “Antigone” nightly at Al Kab- 
bani Theatre. Curtain time is 8:30 p.m. (in Arabic). 

“AL MUFTAH” (The Key) entitles a drama presented at 8:30 
p.m. in Al Hamra Theatre. Assad Fouda is directing the show (in 
Arabic). 


PAT-POURRI 


THE SYRIAN ARAB CULTURAL CENTRE opens tonight, April 
26, in Paris. More than 40 paintings by 28 of Syria's most 
outstanding artists are featured In the opening ceremonies. 
Folk dancing and rustic photos will also be on display. 

If you have items for the Damas-Scene column, please send 
them to P.O. Box 5601 or telephone them to Pat McDonnell in 
Damascus at 336-658. 


TO LET 

A newly furnished small flat, nicely decorated, one 
bedroom, spacious living area centrally heated, small 
garden, independent entrnace. 

Located in Shmeisani. For those interested 
kindly telephone 41209 


By Fawzia Mai 

S pedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN, April 25— A new type 
of brain cell has been discovered 
by a Jordanian histologist. Dr. 
Munib Al Wirr, and was 
enthusiastically received by the 
International Symposium on the 
Morphological Sciences in August 
of last year in Ohio. The cell, 
named by Dr. Wirr a neuro- 
liporaastoid cell (NLMC), was 
also called by the International 
Anatomical Nomenclature a 
“Wirr cell”, after its discoverer. 

It was eight years ago that Dr. 
Wirr era barked on the studies that 
were to lead to his discovery. He 
was then looking for an expla- 
nation for the presence of seroto- 
nin (one of the chemical sub- 
stances responsible for allergic 
reactions) in the cerebrospinal 
Quid (a fluid bathing the brain and 
the spinal cord). Since it could not 
have filtered through from the 
blood, it had to come from some- 
where else. 

Then in 1973. Dr. Wirr noticed 
some cells that looked like mast 
cells (a type of cell found else- 
where in the body, which usually 
release many kinds of chemical 
substances — including serotonin 
and thus cause allergic reactions). 
Upon further studies, he found 
that thev were in fact two types of 
cells. 

One is very much like mastcetls, 
and consequently was named 
Type I mast cell, whereas the sec- 
ond is somehow different and con- 
tains a lot of lipoid (fatty) mat- 
erial. And so. Dr. Wirr named it a 
neurolipomastoid cell: “A 
descriptive name,” he stressed to 
the Jordan Times. “Neuro” 
because it is found only in brain 
tissue, “lipo” because it is rich in 
lipoid material, and “mastoid” 
because it resembles the mast cell. 

In order to determine the exact 
structure and contents of this cell. 
Dr. Wirr used histochemica! 
methods, autoradiography and 
electron microscopy. There is no 
electron microscope at the Faculty 
of Medicine of the University of 
Jordan, where he works as a pro- 
fessor of histology — the study of 
anatomical tissues. So he did most 
of his study using the electron mic- 
roscope of the medical school at 
the American University of Beirut 
where he was Visiting Professor of 
Histology last year. 

Thus he determined that the 
NLMC is a sometimes spherical, 
sometimes ellipsoid and some- 
times spindle-shaped celt of an 
average diametre of 10 microns 
(thousandths of a millimetre ). The 
NLMC s two main characteristics 
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are: first, that it is situated adj- 
acent to venules and arterioles 
(minute blood vessels) embedded 
in the outer coat of blood vessels 
in the brain; and second, that it 
contains granules that release 
upon stress substances like 
serotonin, histamin and heparin. 

“Stress” is a rather general 
terra, explained Dr. Wirr, encom- 
passing a number of factors such 
as cold, high pressure and direct 
trauma. Dr. Wirr tested the 
response of the NLMC to these 
factors and found that it 
“responded very easily to these 
factors by degranulation” — that 
is, the granules would release the 
substances stored in them. 

If the “stress” is of a phy- 
siological or very light patholog- 
ical order, then the reaction is a 
reversible one. That is, after some 
time, the granules will be 
replenished with the substances 
they have released. 

But if the stress is severely 
pathological, then the degranu- 
lation is irreversible. The cell 
becomes exhausted and shrinks: 
and upon microscopic exami- 
nation of the area of the brain that 
received the stress, one can see 
remnants of NLMC cells lying 
around. Ultimately. Dew cells will 
replace the traumatised ones — 
but this will take considerably 
more time than replenishment in 
less severe cases. 

This degranularion process, 
according to Dr. Wirr. is of the 
utmost importance, and, he con- 
fided to the Jordan Times, “might 
explain many of the mysterious 
symptoms of some nervous dis- 
eases, and the sequelae (after 
effects) of direct trauma to the 
brain.” He refused to go into more 
detail about what he meant by 
symptoms and sequelae, because 
this is only a theory so far, and he 
is working on new studies in order 
to prove it. 

The function in other pans of 
the body of the chemical sub- 
stances released by the NLMC is 
to cause allergic reactions; but in 
the brain, “their function is not 
known exactly.” Dr. Wirr theor- 
ises, however, that they may be in 
great pan responsible for the 
harmful effects appearing after 
severe trauma to the brain. His 
present work concentrates on the 
function of these substances and 
on “how to avoid harm to the 
brain by controlling their (the 
NLMCs) cell membranes". 

To continue his research. Dr. 
Wire will be using the electron 
microscope (EM) situated in the 
Biological Department at the 
University of Jordan. However, 
he finds this arrangement incon- 
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FOR RENT 

Two furnished apartments. Each consists of one bed- 
room, salon, and dining room, in addition to other 
accessories such as a washing machine and 
refrigerator. The furniture is super deluxe. 

Location: Sweifiyeh, 6th Circle, near Medmak Com- 
pany. 

Tel. 43918 



Dr. Munib Al Wirr 
venient, and says that the Medical 
Faculty is “struggling with the 

university administration to get a 
budget to acquire an EM unit for 
the Faculty of Medicine. 

“The administration thinks the 
one in the biology department is 
enough for everbody. But it is not. 
An EM unit serves not only 
research work but it is also a very 
valuable help in clinical diagnosis. 

“It is expecially useful for the 
diagnosis of certain diseases of the 
liver, kidney and muscles. The 
medical schools' hospitals at 
Damascus and Beirut regularly 
use their EM unit for diagnostic 
purposes, and 1 do hope the 
administration will soon agree to 
allocate us a budget for an EM 
unit.” 

Dr. Munib Al Wirr was born in 
Salt in 1948. He obtained his 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
the Faculty of Science of ihe Uni- 
versity of Jordan, then moved to 


the American University o: Lici: 
(AUB). where he later obtains- 
his Master’s degree and his PhD 
Basic Medical Sciences, with . 
sub-specialty in Histology. 

He then taught histology itlic 
science dealing with the mic- 
roscopic structures of living 
things) at the AUB s medic.!: 
school before joining the nIjIT ol 
the Faculty of Medicine at she 
University of Jordan. He wa- alv» 
invited by AUB last year to lake 
the temporary position of visitin'., 
professor in anatomy and his- 
tology. 

Besides teaching and research 
work. Dr. Wirr has published . 
number of articles in mcdtc.i. 
journals such as .'lew 
the Neurological Sciences Jour.*:.;/ 
and the Brain Research Jn:;rn,.. 
and taken pan in many inter 
national conferences on ba-ie 
medical sciences and histology . 

Talking about his success ,u the 
International Symposium on tile 

Morphological Sciences I.i.’ 
August, Dr. Wirr says the "reac- 
tion was marvellous and unbe- 
lievable." In previous conferences 

where over the years he presented 
the various stages of his resc ue!: 
before its completion, some sci- 
entists, especially older ones, 
refused to accept the idea ol these 
cells because this wimlJ com- 
pletely upset many ol then 
theories. 

The morphological sviiipusmni 
is held once every two year - ..no 
presents only the most imp>‘i!.i!)‘> 
unpublished new work o:: 
anatomy and histology. Dr. :.-r 
has been invite J io give a talk to 
the American Association o* 
Anatomists in Nebraska this 
month. He has also been mv ited to 
participate in the Internaiim.-i! 
Congress of Anatomists in Mexico 
in August of this year. 


LOCAL TODAY’S 
EXCHANGE WEATHER 
RATES — — — — 


U.S. dollar 
U.K. sterling 
West German mark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 
Italian lire 
(for every 10U) 
Japanese yen 
(for every 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Belgian franc 


3022*0/304.50 

688.20/692.50 

166.30/167.30 

178.50/179.60 

71.40/71.80 

34.40/35.60 

124.00/124.70 

151.10/152.00 

70.40/70.80 

103.80/104.40 


It will be fine, with north- 
westerly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, winds will be a north - 
erlyfresh and calm seas. 


Overnight Daytime 


. 

low 

hi c h 

Amman 

8 

20 

Aqaba 

14 

30 

Deserts 

9 

24 

Jordan Valley 

13 

28 


JORDAN GARDENS HOTEL 
THE SWIMMING POOL 


The pool's administ- 
ration is glad to announce 
"to the public the opening 
of registration for new 
members. The pool is 
equipped with a filtering 
system. 


For more details please contact tel 641 55-6. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1976 Chevrolet Nova Concors 6 cylinders. Excellent 
condition. Colour; White 

(Customs duty not paid) 

For more information, contact Tel. 64718 



DAIIY NON-STOP FLIGHTS TO SAUDI ARABIA 

5 a Lidia, much more your kind of airline 


MORE FLIGHTS A WEEK THROUGHOUT THE 


MIDDLE EAST THAN ANY OTHER AIRLINE 


lia Offices In Jordan: Amman King Hussein Str. Reservation 39333/6 


: 37714/8 Airport: 56201/2 Irbid: Jerusalem Travel Agency; 2196 Zerka; Jerusalem Travel Agency =82 5 16 



saudia^r 

SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES 


Your Lev to the heart of the Middle East. 



lia 


BRUSSELS 


Dep. 

Tues. Sat 1130 


Ait. Local time 
1745 


THE ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINE 


Fbr.more info rm ati o n, please call any Alia Sales Office 
or your nearest Travel Agent around the world . 
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Japan signs new oil contracts Gold price jumps to $552 


TOKYO. April 25 (R)--Six 
Japanese trading houses, hit by 
the suspension of Iranian oil 
shipments have signed contracts 
with Qatar to import a total of 

125.000 barrels of crude a day, 
industry sources said here today. 
Under one-year direct deal con- 
tracts from this month, they will 
pay a premium of S6.5 in addition 
to the sales price of 529.23 for 

45.000 barrels, they said. 

Mitsubishi Corp, Mitsui and 
Company, Sumitomo Corp, 
Nichimen, Nissho-Iwai and C. 
Itoh, will pay just the sales price 
for the remainder of the crude 
from Qatar, which supplied Japan 
with 85,000 barrels a day last year. 

Yesterday, industry sources 
said two other Japanese Gnus. 
Idemitsu Kosan Kaisha and 
Daikyo Oil, had signed one year 
.contracts to buy extra crude total- 


ling 110.000 barrels a day from 
Kuwait. Both companies have, 
agreed to pay a premium of $5.50 
a barrel on top of the normal pur- 
chase price of $27.50 for the extra 
oil, they added. Last year, Kuwait 
supplied Japan with nearly 162 
million barrels of oil out of a total 
of 1.77 billion. 

Meanwhile, the sources said 
that apart from Qatar and Kuwait, 
Japanese trading firms and oil 
refineries were looking to 
Indonesia, Mexico and the United 
Arab Emirates for increased oil 
supplies to lessen the impact of the 
Iranian suspension. 

Indonesia's staLe-run Per- 
tamina Corp has told Japanese 
importers that it will increase 
shipments to Japan by 30,000 bar- 
rels a day from next month. At 
present, Japan receives 200,000 
barrels daily from Pertamina. they 
added. 


LONDON, April 25, 

( Agencies)— The price of gold and 
key commodities rose sharply 
today after the U.S. announce-' 
ment of a failed attempt to rescue 
the U.S. hostages in Iran. Inves- 
tors, anxious about international 
tensions and possible reper- 
cussions from the attempt, hiuTied 
to buy strategic materials. 

Traders said some Far Eastern 
markets, the first to bear the brunt 
of the news, were thrown into 
turmoil. The dollar also began a 
decline but central banks moved 
quickly to support it by buying dol- 
lars. currency dealers said. 

After the first hectic reaction on 
international markets, however, 
the volume of trading dropped off 
and prices steadied. Investors 
were holding back to await clarifi- 
cation of the U.S. operation and to 
analyse its possible consequences. 

The prioe of gold lifted to S552 
an ounce compared with 5528-5 


just before the White House dis-' 
dosed the attempt. Other metals 
and important commodites rose 
by between 1.5 and four per cent, 
a substantial rise by normal stan- 
dards. 

Copper rose in pre-market trad- 
ing in London by £38 to £962 a 
tonne and aluminium by £17 to 
£834 at tonne. Nickel, tin, lead 
and silver also lifted sharply In 
price. 

However, one factor helping 
the value of the dollar was a rise in 
interest rates on dollars deposited 
in Europe which was itself caused 
by concern about the failed 
attempt to free the hostages. 
Inrerest rates usually increase in 
response to a rise in risk. 

Meanwhile, on Wall Street, the 
Dow Jones average of 30 indus- 
trials dropped 5.63 to 791.47 in. 
the first half hour. Declines out- 
numbered advances by a 4 to 1 
ratio in the early tally of New York 
stock exchange -listed issues. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES LONDON STOCK MARKE- 


LONDON, April 25 (R) -- Following are the buying ar.d selling rates 
for leading world currencies and gold against the dollar ati the close ot 
trading on-the London foreign exchange and bullion markets today. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


2.2760/90 

1.1830/33 

1.8150/75 

1.9970/2.0020 

1.6870/6900 

28.95/29.05 

4.2200/4.2300 

847.00/850.00 

245.00/246.00 

4.2625/2725 

4.9575/9675 

5.6700/6900 

546.00/549.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss femes 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish .Crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON, ApriI25 (R) - Gold shares moved higher while ot 
issues eased in extremely nervous conditions, dealers said. 
1500 the FT index was down 8.7 to 426.1. 

Tr ainin g was overshadowed by news of the abortive attemp 
rescue the American hostages in Tehran. Equity prices * 
marked lower at the outset and despite some cheap buying in e: 
trading tended to drift lower throughout the session, with leae 
shares closing as much as lip down. Government bonds she< 
much as 1 % point in small turnover but gold shares gained uj 
$7.00 with the stronger bullion price. American shares ck 
lower while Canadians were narrowly mixed. 

Among leading equities GEC eased lip while Thorn felt S 
300. Banks had Lloyds and Barclays 4p and 2p down respecd 
while among chemicals ICI eased 8p and Fisons 7p. 

Selective gains in oils on early hedge buying were gene 
eroded but Lasmo and Tricentrol closed with gains of 4p an 
respectively. BP, Burmah and Shell and ended 8p lower. 

Johnson Matthey finished 10p higher at 256 reflecting 
stronger bullion price. 
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THE ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINE 


Fbr more information, please call any Ali a Sales Office 
or your nearest Travel Agent around the world - 
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lON'T MISS 

ncheon -Dinner Buffet » 






RESTAURANT \ 

TAIWAN i 
TOURISTTO I 

Opposite Akilah Maternity Hospital ] 
3rd Circle. J. Amman Tei. 41093 
| Try our special *' Flaming Pot" 
fondue during your next visit. 
Take-away orders welcome. 

Welcome and thank you. _ _ 


mdobun 


I MANDARIN 

CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AMMAN 

Wadi Saqra Road 
East of the new 
. Traffic bridge 
Tel: 61922 


RESTAURANT . 

Wadi Esseer St, below AD-DAR 

For fine European & 
Oriental cuisine; 
enjoy the lovely 
SMtVT*5<Natmosphere at 
ihP^B/Ju ncie J o h a 
Restaurant on Wadi 

I 31 ji Seer st * 


‘ THE 

ULTIMATE 

IN 

SOPHISTICATION 

oNtxt to tk dV&xior 

lesewationi. call 435&4 

! " FEELATHOME^ 
I AT BEEFY!! I 

■drop m fo> or take-away your | 

■ favourite ha n- ■ 

■ burgers, pizzas. I 
chicken tikka, ice I 
c r e a n , milk • 

g shakes & no/eo:‘J 

§ # Beefy. Between i 

I Firas V & Dakhalieh circles. I 




t:: 

In 


AL WAHA 

RESTAURANT 


S fonts CTTV 
WTSPSECIICHJ 


Mii 

- ^T raditional 
"t Arabic dishes 
fa] in the 
Mperfect 


- ~ atm osphere. 
“I rrr 

UNIVERSITY 


RESTAURANT 

| JjfcjP'For fine Italian food 
LaUfa with a warm ambience; 
SfKfS ca// 42829 for rasar- 
^mmMvattons. Prince Molt'd 
llljFHSf.- across from City 


WELCOME 

INDIA 
CHICKEN 
- TIKKA 
INN 

Prince Mohammad St. 

Wadi Seer Rd. 

Opposite CrtiBank 

Tel. 42437-Amman 

teanab 

pab 

THE PLACE YOU HAVE BEEN 
WAITING FOR 

PUB LUNCH JD 1,500 

(DTJKRL : 




finiRmifi 

• Practical & comfortable office & home furniture in 
traditional Finnish quality and design 

“ Bedroom sets 

■ Assortment of fine Finnish design glass S earthenware 

* Distinctive gifts of all kinds 

Near Abou Ahmad restaurant, Jabal Amman. Tel. 42667 




A PETRA- Every Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun., and Tues. JD 10 including j 

2 horse guide and lunch, i S 

A J<1NG HUSSEIN BRIDGE - 7 aMo. daily. JD 2.500 including bridge crossing, J 

j '"DAMASCUS - 7 a.m., 9 am., 3 p.m., 5p.m. daily JD 1.500 w 

IS A1 1 RUSES ARE A!B€eWfflTlQNEP_ Z 

8 JORDAN EXPRESS lt> II 8 j L- JZlJ i S 

RtOURIST TRANSPORT^! HD. f— » " __Z 3 S3S *— — 3 3 
5 Ter. 64146, 64147 


RENT-A-CAR 


r-V 


^ BRAND NEW 
MODELS 


WK TEL. 25767 22 

r {&odveUfainUU*\ jj 

j || 

r NATIONAL RENT-A-CAR I IS 


jordan . ;r 

EXPRESS CO. !! 

RACKING & CRATING !■■ 

AIR 4 SEA FREIGHT II 

TRAVEL & TOURISM || 

KING HUSSEIN ST., EO.B. 2143 * ■ 

TEL. 22503, 21778. 38142 \mm 


FOB: 

SHIPPINOTRAVEL & TOURISM 
INSURANCE-CLEARANCE 
AIR FREIGHT-PACKING 

PLEASE CONTACT: 




| ijgff Models now. available 
SHEPHERD HOTEL 

TeL 39197 



I EevptFIm 

O FLIGHTS DAILY 

O AMMAN TO CAIRO 

Direct connections to all major cities in: 
EUROPE - AFRICA - MIDDLE EAST - FAR EAST_ 


A3DOUN 

SUPERMARKET 

FRESH DAILY!! 

meat, fruits & vegetables 
Plus big assortment of 
foodstuffs and beverages 
5th Circle, Orthodox Club Rd.\ 
Tel. 44880 


EYES EXAMINED 
CONTACT LENSES 
(Hard & Soft) 



teclwn 



listen to the best 
ri\ in town 'I I 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS] 



Travel & Tourism 


Tei. 37195, 22324-5-6-7-8-9 
Tix. 21212, 21520, 21634 
P.O. Box 7806, Amman 


| ~L ‘ RENT j 

j if PMIScap. j 

J NEW MODELS 
■ LONG OR SHORT TERM 
| CALL 64137, 8 TODAY 

L " Shmeisani, Next to Omar 
Khayyam Hotel. 


JUST ARRIVED!!! I ■ ■ 
SPRING COLLECTIONS I 11 

CastiaS Sportwoar: I ■■ 

Jeans, Cords, Shirts, Suits, ■ » 
Skirts, Boots and more... "J 

Jabal Amman - Pr. Mhd. St | a 

Jabal Luweibdeh - Near Municipality . || 


OPTIKOS SHAMI O.I 

The Best Ever Made in Optis 

i Jordan Intercontinental ^ 
v — - Hotel Tel 42043 



KHALAF stores supermarket 


You can now find Holland House quality products at Khataf's. 
These Include bacon, ham, sausages, cheese and a variety of 
pate' de foie gras. Stop in today for thes^and other fine food 
imports, Hawooz circle, Jabal Luweibdeh. 


Visit — 

ditttiPfM 




AtAhHussein Youth City 
Specialised tfn: 

Olive Wood, Mother of Pearl, Silver, 
Gold Jewellery & all kind of Hand- 
icraft Products who>esa|e & Retail ' 

TeL 67181, 4262* ML Box 2768. 
k Amman - Jordan. 


Civil Defence St. i |jj« 

ACGudimoiGH || 

i ^i^Sb. E: 


Our Danish & Swedish lounge 
sets feature down filled cush- 
ions in the latest styles. We also 
have dining tables and wall 
units ail available duty-free to 
those entitled. 


RECORDS & RECORDING 

HI-FfSTEREO ■ 

& DISCD EQUIPMENT] 

Shmeituiol T *1 Hiiona j 

q'eleA BII.CO i»i» 40 PO BOX.hiho 


r]pWe 


5^7 - - —ll 

arnca tzMcteP 



Air conditioned com- 
fort, fresh water pool, 
disco and much more 
make Miramar the 


U Come in tkne for our | 
i _ Saturday buffet. 

4347 P.O. Box 6C|jJ 


I mandarin 

CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AQABA 
Amman Road 
beside 

.Samir Amis Restaurant 
(newly opened) 


AQABA’S HEMAL RESTAURANT 


Announces its weekly BUFFET BAR B.Q^.evety Friday 

lunch. Every Thursday night Is Continental night. Next 

Thursday is Spanish night 

JD 6. including Disco entrance. t 

The very latest in modem entertainment. Design, Decor. 

all at prices you can afford. 


Tal. 4840, 4747, Aqaba 


Mem 67M-2-3 


% 


Samir Amis 

Restaurant & Bar 


Located in centred Aqaba, we 
offer you superb Oriental, 
European & S eafo od dishes. 
Fresh sweets daily. Catering & 
take-away service available. 
Tel. 04-5805 


CHINA RESTAURANT 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant in Aqaba. Take - 
Away service. Open 11:30 - 
3:30; 6:30 - 11:30 dally. 



Shwi 


'em Ti ssfsjs 

Relax in cbm fort and ease at the 
Aqaba Holiday tm when chil- 
dren under 72 stay free when 
sharing the same room with 
their parents. 

[TEL, (04) 2426T I X .R22E3, 


m 


H/VE FUNW : 

^ aoabasu 

at the Hotel -Cl 


eiqoy ourdaily special j 
Shawarma :j 
on the Beach .1 

Rir reservation please ciU= 
Anrman; 44932 -J 
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XDAST FOR SATURDAY, APR. 26. 1980 

rYOUR DAILY 


■**«** Off-,. 

• •‘*6 



:he Carroll Righter Institute 


. (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You have important work 
it should not be neglected for some passing 
or you could regret it later. 

JS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make those plans for the 
vities and then carry through with them careful- 
ictive and keep boredom away. 

11 (May 21 to June 21) Attend to those home 
it are impossible to do during work week and 
e harmony there. 

CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Show that you 
any length to please family members. Engage in 
nbby with congenials. 

dly 22 to Aug. 21) Good day to tackle any repairs 
i your property and make changes to give you 
nfort. Use care in motion. 

1 (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Go after whatever you 
it today and get good results. Take time to be 
M friends and have a good time. 
v (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Analyze your life and know 
sake it more productive and satisfying in the 
Vlax and ease tensions. 

•IO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You are now able to gain 
il aim that has been difficult to get in the past. 
• acquainta n ces into friends. 

TARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be more concern- 
getting public work done today and get good 
'ake no risks with your reputation. 

CORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You «in now plan to 
iter abundance in the future and be happier. Be 
jmg to cooperate with others. 

RIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Handle routine chores 
ne day so you will have more time for recreation 
ive for increased happiness. 

(Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Contact good friends who 
sy during work week and exchange personal 
e good care of your health. 


REN BRIDGE 


H.GOREN 
CAR SHARIF 
Chicago Tribune 

ilnerable. West 


l62 

LJ 10984 

12 
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0 632 
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TH 
97 
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th East South 

Pass 2 NT . 

■ • VT Dble. Pass 

M* :: . . • . , ’■ 

R-^adiKingof-?. : ' 
N Jtilwlseems to be con- 
mmmmmrn confusion about 
ting doubles. It is, 
uncommon to bear 
iip*«Nfg like: “Partner, 
tubled four spades I 
to you lead 
suit-" Or, “Sorry, 
thought when you 

.five clubs I was 

lead a heart." 

* Kill a jj s heer drivel. 

# flayer doubles a suit 

h ecauS e he thinks 
»Mat the contract, not 
*"*[it the lead of some 
A^uit. 

**fer, there are two 
IrJ'ere the double does 
.fsj^he lead of a specific 
J‘ , _^-*'5t and foremost is 

3 opponents have bid 
l this instance, a 
f the non-leader 
le lead of the suit 
f dummy. This will 
permit third hand 


A 0 AS* j 


to ruff the opening lead, or to 
collect two fast tricks 
because he has the ace-queen 
over dummy's king. 

Then there are doubles of 
no trump contracts. If the 
defending side has not been 
in the auction, the double 
strongly suggests, but does 
not demand, the lead of dum- 
my’s first-bid suit if no better 
lead is available. however, 
dummy's suit has been rebid, 
even that is no longer true— 
the opening leader should 
simply make his natural lead. 
But where the defensive side 
has entered the bidding, the 
double absolutely demands 
the lead of the defender’s 
suit, and that doesn't mean 
maybe! 

In today’s hand South 
became declarer at three no 
trump after West had opened . 
the bidding with one spade. 
East did not think much of 
his hand, except for the 
queen in his partner’s suit, 
but that made it likely that 
the opponents had con- 
tracted for game with only 
one spade stopper. It was 
also clear to East that part- 
ner’s spade holding was such 
that a lead of that suit might 
not be appealing. To insure 
an opening spade lead, he 
.made a very sporting double. 

We wish we could report 
that East's daring tactic met 
with deserved success. Un- 
fortunately, West paid ab- 
solutely no attention to his 
partner's double. He opened 
the king of hearts. Declarer 
won the first trick, drove out 
the ace of diamonds and 
claimed nine tricks. 

Observe that a spade lead 
would set up five tricks for 
the defense before declarer 
could take nine! 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold end Bob Lee 


We these tour Jumbles, 
r to each square, to form 
lary words. 


iFic 


— - 

v ' ,BEG~I 






r Loves 'em' 
and leaves . 
k. 'em 







ivV' 


riLE 


WHAT THE 
FOOTLOOSE 
BACHELOR WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
(ban the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


i v r i ■ ■ ■ ■■ . ■ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

^ ^ I Jumbles: EXERT BRAVO FAMILY STURDY 

■ - . Answer: How they clapped their hands when he 

saria— OVER THEIR EAR S _ 
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THE Daily Crossword by Susan M indell 


Women compete in London's first marathon 


LONDON, April 25 I AP) — Women athletes from 30 countries 
are expected to compete in London's first round-the-streets 
marathon race next August. Maria Hartmaa, secretary of the 
British women’s athletic association, said at a press conference 
she hoped the race would help to get the women's marathon into 
the Olympic games. “The race is particularly important, because 
there is no Olympic marathon for women. 1 believe the eyes of the 
athletics world will be focused on what should be a classic race.” 

The race, sponsored by a cosmetics firm ( Avon), is scheduled to 
stan in Battersea Park on the south bank of the Thames and finish 
at London's historical Guildhall. Joyce Smith, 42-year-old 
mother of two children, who won the world championship 
marathon race in Tokyo earlier this year, is expected to lead the 
British team entry. 

Last week John Holt, secretary general of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation (1 AAF) which has its headquarters 
in London, went to Lausanne, Switzerland, to try to pursuade the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) to include the women’s 
marathon in the games. The IOC is not very enthusiastic about the 
idea, the Associated Press learned. 


Baseball roundup 

NEW YORK, April 25 (AP) — Brian Asselstine’s RBI single 
capped a two-run raltv in the ninth inning and gave the Atlanta 
Braves an 8-7 victory" over the San Diego Padres last night. 


LarvelLBlanks started the rally with a single that chased Bob 
Shirley and brought on reliever Rollie Fingers. Blanks beat a 
■throw" to second when Dale Murphy was retired on a groundom 
and Chris Chambliss tegged out a roller to second with Blanks 
taking third. 

Blanks then scored the tying run on Jeff Burroughs* infield 
single and Asselstine followed with his game-winning hit giving 
the victory to Gene Garber. Willie Montanez’ two-run homer in 
the top of the eighth had provided the Padres with a 7-6 lead. 

In another National League game. Dusty Baker* s three-run 
homer broke a 2-2 tie in the 10th inning and gave the Los Angeles 
Dodgers a 5-2 victory over the San Francisco Giants. 

Reggie Smith, who earlier hit a solo homer for the Dodgers, 
singled to stun their winning rally and took second on Steve 
Garvey's base hit before Baker's blast. 

In the only game played in the American League yesterday. 
Lamer Johnson drove in four runs, two with a homer, to lead the 
Chicago White Sox to a 9-3 victory over the Boston Red Sox. 

Johnson batted in a run with a single in the first inning, hit a 
two-run homer in the fourth and knocked in the tie-breaking run 
with a groundout in the seventh. 


English cricket matches results 

LONDON, April 25 ( R)— Results of cricket matches which ended 
today were: 

At Oxford: Gloucestershire beat Oxford University by 342 
runs. Gloucestershire 319 for three declared and 260 for four 
declared. Oxford University 79 and 15S. 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


snna caraoEHa QiiSiiiiii 
raraaa hshkhh (Tirana 
onima cjmcldq araaa 
atncracniaa aaaraaoi 

nmna o rjura 

BHBHBB an BUIEHiBB 
BcifiEua Bona aaaa 
iJibhh aiaim 

lujoh Qnriita annoa 
nooraraaraa orarnraara 
uraaa siona 
soonera oatiasaswici 
anon ana cin naaa 
ei aaH loraaan ranara 
EHatgg Haana aaaa 


play sign 

6 Religion 
ol Japan 

7 Molars 

H Aiiirmanve 
9 Harsh 
iG Pope's veil 

11 Study nard 

12 Genesis 
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13 Remainder 
15 Mannei ol 

tunning 

22 Mure maluie 
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belter or 
worse 


45 Uptight 

49 Gas range 

50 DeMille 

51 Approaches 

52 Perfume, 
in a way 

64 Paik in 

Color ad j 
■>5 Roman 
Si.irevnan 

55 Along in 
years 

50 Enjoy a 
Dock 

uQ Engineers 
spa*. 

61 E>jrjs 


Pe anuts 

still raining huh? 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Vinson 


1 037 ' 

Mutt *n' Jeff 


o. K..JEFF v 
STICK OUT 
Your TONGUE/ 


fm- 


MY GOODNESS, 
[g ^J| - AWFULLY DRY 
Ly V# TONGUE VfoUVE 

got there// 
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‘I have no idea why they call him ’Honest Abe 7 when 
he's on a $ 5 bill that's only worth $1.20." , 
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First and best Chinese 
restaurant in Jordan. 

First Circle, Jabai Amman, 
near the Ahiiyah School or 
CMS. Tel. 38968. 

Opan daily from noon to 3:30 
p.m. and 6:30 — 11 :30m id- 
night. Also take home 
service-order by phone. 


Jabal Amman First Circle. Tel 
210S3. Jaba! Hussein behind 
Jerusalem Cinema. Tel. 2 1 7S 1 . 
Jabai Luwcihdeh. Hawonz Cir- 
cle, Tel. 306^6. Zarqa Cinema 
Nasr Street Tel. K201 1 . North- 
ern Marka / Naqawa Entrance, 
Northern Hashcmi Naqawa' 
Circle. Wahdat near the Hous- 
ing Bank. Irbid Hashemi Street 
l Al Himmeh road. 


ror advertising in above columns contact 
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Castro opens door to all 
Cubans wanting to leave 

KEY WEST, Florida, April 25 ( Agen- Cuban citizens wanting to leave the 
cies) — The government of Fidel Cas- island, a prominent Cuban exile 
tro will open the doors of Cuba to all leader said early today. 


As hundreds more Cuban 
refugees headed for Florida 
aboard a flotilla of boats launched 
by Cuban exiles living in the U.S., 
Mr. Napoleon Vifctboa, organiser 
of the refugee boatliit, said in 
Miami that a top Cuban official 
had assured him the door is open 
to all would-be emigrants. 

Mr. Vilaboa said he had 
received the assurances yesterday 
from Mr. Rene Rodriguez pres- 
ident of the Cuban institute of 
friendship with the people. 

Nine boats canying up to 536 
refugees had arrived in Florida by 
late yesterday, immigration offi- 
cials said, bringing to 1,110. the 
number of Cubans landed since 
President Castro told exiles living 
in Florida they could pick up rela- 
tives at the port of Mariel. gateway 
for the boatlift. 

The OK came two weeks after 
10,000 Cubans jammed into the 
Peruvian embassy in Havana, 
seeking safe passage out of their 
Communist homeland. The mas- 
sive influx of Cubans into the U.S. 
posed a sticky problem. 

The U.S. State Department 
meanwhile is groping over 
demands by Haitian refugees to be 
grant political asylum. Haitians, 
who also are arguing for immig- 
ration, claim their situation does 
not differ from that of the Cubans. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Mr. Thomas Ross said 
coastal authorities have been 
given instructions to broadcast 
warnings that picking up the 
Cuban immigrants was illegal. 
U-S. immigration officials have 
said boat owners could not 
retrieve immigrants or be charged 
with smuggling. 

On Wednesday, President Cas- 
tro's government expanded its 
boatlift offer, saying anyone who 
wanted to leave Cuba could go to 
Mariel. For each relative picked 
up, exiles reportedly are required 
to take four other refugees. 

The expanded offer reportedly 


touched off frenzied efforts by 
thousands of Cubans in Havana to 
contact relatives in exile. 

The usually easy-going island 
community became chaotic with 
drivers in cars flashing fistfuls of 
money to boat captains in efforts 
to buy passage for relatives. 

Havana officials speculate Pres- 
ident Castro's announcement 
could trigger an exodus of hun- 


dreds of thousands. A stem state- 
ment from Washington said the 
boatlift was undermining inter- 
national efforts to evacuate the 
estimated 9,500 Cubans still in the 
Peruvian embassy compound. 

The U.S. State Department had 
intended to accept 3,500 of the 
refugees from the embassy, with 
the remainder beaded to other 
countries. 


Dragnet sweeps India 
for Singh murderers 


NEW DELHI, April 25 (R) -- A 
police dragnet swept northern 
India today for masked killers 
who shot dead religious sect 
leader Baba Gurbachan Singh 
outside his Delhi home last night. 

Police said they had detained 
five men for questioning in con- 
nection with the murder. 

Premier Indira Gandhi made an 
early visit to the residence to pay 
condolences to the bereaved fam- 
ily and agreed to meet leaders of 
the Nirankari religious sect 
tomorrow in an effort to avert 
retaliatory violence. 

The 50-year-old Singh was 
regarded as a prophet by his 10 
million followers and there were 
fears that his murder might lead to 
fresh clashes between his break- 
away Nirankari sect of the Sikh 
religion and orthodox Sikhs. 

Police said the Nirankari leader 
was returning to his Delhi home 
after a function late last night 
when the attackers, who were 
waiting in a front ground floor 
room of his house, opened fire 
with a rifle. 

In a burst of six shots, one bullet 
hit Singh in the chest and killed 
him on the spot. Another bullet 
killed a bodyguard and Sing's wife 
and a follower were injured, 
police said. 

The assailants escaped in the 
dark and police were stilt search- 


ing for them today in Delhi and 
neighbouring states. Dozens of 
people have been (rifled in clashes 
between the Nirankaris and Sikhs 
in northern India over the past two 
years. 

The Nirankaris arouse strong 
emotions among orthodox Sikhs 
because they raised Singh to the 
status of a prophet and do not 
insist on the strict discipline of the 
Sikh religion which, among other 
things, insists that Sikh men wear 
turbans and forbids them to cut 
their hair. 


Aborted Iran mission is third 
U.S. rescue effort in 10 years 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (AP) — The aborted 
attempt to free the hostages in Iran was the third 
tune in 10 years American military force has been 
used in efforts to free Americans being held cap- 
tive. 

One of the earlier raids was a failure, and the 
success of the other is still debated. 

In recent years, the most spectacularly successful 
military attempt to free hostages was an Israeli raid 
on Entebbe airport in Uganda, a 1976 commando 
attack that freed 103 persons being held by the 
hijackers of an Air France jetliner. 

Another successful raid to free hostages of a 
hijacked plane came in October, 1977, when West 
German commandos attacked a Lufthansa jet at 
the airport in Mogadishu, Somalia, freeing 86 hos- 
tages. 

The first American attempt was on Nov. 21, 
1970 when a combined strike force of volunteer 
U.S. air force and array troops attacked the Sontay 
prisoner of war camp, 37 kilometres west of Hanoi 
in North Vietnam. The raid was ordered by Pres- 
ident Richard Nixon after American commanders 
bad received reports of American prisoners dying 
at the camp. 

But the attackers, led by Brigadier General 
Leroy Manor, found the camp empty, its prisoners 
having been removed earlier. During the attack, 
one American soldier was slightly wounded by 
ememy rifle fire and one U.S. helicopter crashed at 
the site. 

On May 12, 1975, Kampucheans seized the 
Mayaguez, a 10.000- ton cargo ship 100 kilometres 
off the coast of that Southeast Asian nation. Pres- 
ident Gerald Ford, calling the seizure an act of 
piracy, ordered a military assault to free the 40 crew 


members. 

During the raid on Koh Tang island, 41 Ameri- 
can servicemen were killed, including 18 marines 
on heavily defended Koh Tang island, where it was 
believed the Mayaguez crewmen were being held. 

Kampuchea began releasing all 40 crewmen 
about the time the raid began, and there were 
reports later that American officials knew at the 
time of the raid that the crew members were not on 
the island. But President Ford defended his actions, 
and his chief spokesman saitf ‘we disagree" with the 
conclusion of a general accounting office report 
that criticised the military operation. 

The Entebbe raid, on July 4, 1976, involved 
Israel commandos who flew 2,500 miles from Israel 
in three transport planes- The commandos attacked 
under cover of night, killing all seven of the com- 
mandos who had hijacked the jet. 

One Israeli commando also was killed, as were 
three of the hostages and 20 Ugandan troops guard- 
ing the airfield. But 103 hostages were rescued. 

The raid by the West German commandos freed 
the 86 passengers and crew of a Lufthansa jet who 
had been held hostage by fourguerriflasdemanding 
S 1 5 million ransom and the freeing of 13 prisoners. 
Several of the prisoners the guerrillas wanted freed 
were members of the notorious Baader-Meinbof 
gang, which has been involved in a number of inci- 
dents of terrorism in West Germany in recent years. 

Three of the hijackers were killed and the fourth 
was seriously wounded by the West German com- 
mandos. The commando team had been formed as 
a result of the 1972 incident at the Munich Oly- 
mpics, when guerrillas bad seized, and later killed, 
members of the Israeli Olympic team. 



Hostage crisis proves in valuable to Moscow 

Russia emerges as key ally of Iran 


Tito clings to life 


LJUBLJANA, April 25 (R) - 
President Tito still clung tenaci- 
ously to life today, although his 
doctors said his condition was 
extremely grave and showed no 
significant signs of improvement. 

A medical bulletin said the. 
87-year-old Yugoslav leader, who 
fell seriously ill 105 days ago, 
remained without any real 
changes since yesterday. 

But the panel of eight doctors, 
all of them medical professors, 
said that signs of easing in his state 
of coma and shock were still evi- 
dent today. The slight improve- 
ment First appeared yesterday, 
after his death had seemed immi- 
nent 

They expressed growing aston- 

Top Soviet 
delegation 
visits Kabul 

MOSCOW, April 25 (R) - A 
Soviet delegation led by Mikhail 
Zi my an in, a secretary of the 
Communist Party central com- 
mittee, left here today for Kabul. 

The delegation, which also 
included Deputy Prime Minister 
Ivan Arkhipov, an economic 
specialist, and Jabar Rasulov, first 
secretary of the Communist Party 
in Soviet Tadzhikistan, will attend 
celebrations of the second 
anniversary of the Afghan 
revolution. 

Mr. Zimyanin is the most senior 
party official to have been 
reported visiting Kabul since the 
Soviet military intervention at the 
end of December. 

Ethiopian 
official took 
casino bribe 

ADDIS ABABA, April 25 ( R) - 
A former member of Ethiopia’s 
ruling military council took illicit 
payments from the owners of an 
Addis Ababa casino, a court mar- 
tial has been told. 

The state-run television service 
last night showed a film of the trial 
of Lt. Colonel Demissie Deressa, 
a former member of the central 
committee of the provisional 
military administrative council, 
known as the Dergue. 

Colonel Demissie and another 
former Dergue member. Colonel 
AbateMersha were, with nine gov- 
ernment officials, charged with a 
number of offences including cor- 
ruption, extortion and espionage, 
last February. 

Prosecution witnesses on last 
night’s programme said Colonel 
Demissie had collected the illicit 
payments from the casino. They 
said he had also abused his pos- 
ition by illegally ordering the evic- 
tion of the casino manager. 


ishment at the president's stamina 
and ability to fight for survival, 
despite his desperately weakened 
state and many severe ailments, 
such as heart weakness, 
pneumonia, complete kidney fail- 
ure, extensive liver damage and 
jaundice. 

Japan boycotts 
Moscow Games 

TOKYO. April 25 (AP) - The 
government said today Japan is 
unable to send athletes to the 
Moscow Oly m pics “under the cur- 
rent circumstances" and conveyed 
this information to the Japan 
Olympic Committee (JOC). The 
government announcement 
charged that the host country, 
Soviet Union, is continuing the 
occupation in Afghanistan which 
is hurting the “spirit of peace and 
friendship.” The JOC has said that 
it favoured Japan's participation 
in the Olympic Games in Moscow 
“in principle" but the JOCs final 
stand will be made by the middle 
of May. 


MOSCOW, April 25 (R) - The 
Soviet Union is emerging as a key 
ally of Iran in its critical con- 
frontation with the United States. 

Even before the crisis deepened 
with President Carter's disclosure 
today of the abortive attempt to 
rescue the hostages from the 
United States embassy in Tehran, 
Moscow appeared to have decided 
it could gain by stepping into the 
breach. 

With western countries decid- 
ing to cut their trade with Iran, the 
Soviet leaders, after some initial 
hesitations, appeared to feel that a 
gamble to back Iran against Mr. 
Carter could result in political, 
strategic and, possibly, economic 
devidends. 

Politically, the hostage crisis has 
proved invaluable to Moscow. All 
the signs point to the Soviet Union 
wanting it to continue as long as 
possible. 

Above all the crisis has dis- 
tracted attention in Iran from the 
Soviet intervention in Afghanis- 
tan. 

Since the fail of the Shah, Mos- 
cow has been searching for a 
stable basis for relations with its 
southern neighbour. Stability and 
predictability, the qualities Mos- 
cow likes to see in its neighbours, 
have been noticeably lacking from 
the volatile Iranian political scene 
since the ousting of the Shah. 

Seeing the way the tide was 
running in Iran, the Soviet Union 
quickly declared its support for 
Ayatollah Ruhoflah Khomeini's 
Islamic revolution, as did the 
pro-Moscow Tudeb party. 

Despite long-term worries 
about the desirability of having a 
militant Islamic state on its bor- 
ders, Moscow was obviously 
pleased by the collapse of the 
American strategic position in 
Iran. 

But last summer, as unrest 


Luxembourg urges Olympic boycott 

LUXEMBOURG, April 25 (R) — Luxembourg has urged its Oly- 
mpic committee to join the international boycott of the Moscow 
Summer Games. Foreign Minister Gaston Thom, declaring the 
Centre- Right coalition's position for the first time, told parliament 
last night Luxembourg should boycott the games to show solidarity 
with the United States. Mr. Thom was speaking in a debate on a 
boycott motion by Liberal deputy Jean Hamilhis, himself a former 
Olympic athlete. The chamber is to vote on May 6. The committee is 
to meet tomorrow to take a decision. This tiny state of 360,000 
people could send a half-dozen competitors to Moscow. 


. S.-. 
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NEW YORK - U.S. Olympic rower Miss Anita DeFrantz right, 
announces an athlete's suit against the U.S. Olympic Committee 
for depriving Americans of the opportunity to compete in the 
Moscow Games. A number of athletes joined the 1976 Olympic 
bronze medalist in the suit filed Wednesday in Washington D.C. 
With Mbs Defirantz at the New York press conference is Mr. Ira 
Glasser, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union. 
(AP wirepboto) . 


spread among Iran's national 
minorities and conflicts erupted 
between the left and the central 
government, Moscow started to 
adopt a more critical tone. 

In September a senior Soviet 
commentator for Izvestia news- 
paper, Mr. Alexander Bovin, 
wrote off the Iranian revolution as 
a flop which had brought nothing 
but economic chaos, anti- 
communist hysteria, religious 
fanaticism and the repression of 
Ieftwing and minority groups. 

More ominously for Tehran, 
hints of Soviet sympathy for the 
autonomy demands of Iran's 
Kurds and Azerbaijanis crept into 
the Soviet press. 

Privately, Soviet officials still 
express unease and hostility 
towards the kind of Islamic fun- 
damentalism which the Iranian 
revolution has brought to power. 

Soviet Communists believe that 
in the long term religion, and 
especially Islam, is a backward 
force with which there can be no 
real compromise. 

But for the short term, the 
overriding preoccupation is that 
the thrust of Iran's militancy 
should be directed against the 
West, not against the atheistic 
Soviet Union. 

When the U.S. embassy per- 
sonnel were seized in Tehran last 
November, there was widespread 
sympathy for them among Rus- 
sians, some of whom remembered 
that Russia's ambassador to Iran 
in the 19th century, poet Alex- 
ander Griboyedov, was murdered 
by an Islamic mob. 

But the Soviet Union, normally 
a stickler for diplomatic immunity 
where its own missions are con- 
cerned, took an even-handed view 
and said the conflict should be set- 
tled to the satisfaction of both Iran 
and the U.S. 

But in mid-December, around 
the time the Soviet leadership 
must have decided to send its 
troops into Afghanistan, the 
Soviet Communist party news- 
paper Pravda swung round to giv- 
ing Iran outright support. 

Now, with the crisis even graver 
and the West deciding on trade 
sanctions, the Soviet Union is 
going a step further and preparing 
to do its best, with its East Euro- 
pean allies, to come to Iran's 
rescue. 


Soviet negotiators are in Tehran 
to conclude a new economic coop- 
eration agreement updating the 
15 -year accord which the Shah 
signed on a visit to Moscow in 
1972. 

Since the fail of the Shah 
economic ties with Iran have 
failed to develop to Moscow's 
satisfaction, and last year's trade 
turnover was 40 per cent down on 
that of 1978. 

In March the two countries 
failed to agree on a new price for 


Strong Soviet 
nuclear blast 
detected 


THE BLAGUE, April 25 (Agen- 
cies) — The Dutch Meteorolog- 
ical Institute (KNMI) said it 
detected a strong Soviet under- 
ground nuclear test early 
today, the Soviet Union's third 
such test this month. 

The explosion occurred in the 
area of Semipaiatinsk in 
Kazakhstan, an area of central 
Asia. It measured force 63 on 
the Richter scale usually used 
■for measuring the strength of- 
earth quakes. 


Iranian gas, which has been sup- 
plied to the Soviet Caucasus since 
1970 by pipeline at a rate of 10 
billion cubic metres a year. 

Iran wanted a five-fold price 
increase from 76 cents per million 
British Thermal Units to S3.63, 
but the Soviet side offered a max- 
imum of 3.5 times the old price. 

Iran cancelled plans for a sec- 
ond gas pipeline northwards 
which would have been pan of a 
gigantic switch deal involving the 
supply of Soviet gas to Europe and 
Iranian gas to the Soviet Union. 

But work is continuing on other 
projects, including the expansion 
of the Soviet-built Isfahan steel- 
works from a capacity of 0.5 mil- 
lion tonnes a year to 1.9 million 
tonnes. 

The Soviet Union is also build- 
ing a 1,260 megawatt power sta- 
tion and preparing to electrify the 


railway line built by the czars early 
this century between Tabriz and 
the Soviet border. 

This rail link, which brought in 
vital British and American sup- 
plies to the Soviet Union is World 
War II, is again likely to be of key 
importance if Iran re-orients its 
trade completely to the Com- 
munist bloc 

According to Iranian diplomats 
here a large part of Iran's trade 
with East and West Europe, in 
addition to trade with the Soviet 
Union, already passes through the 
border railway junction of Julfa. 

The freight terminal can handle 
between 200 and 300 wagonloads 
a day and this could probably be 
increased. Trains cannot cross the 
border because of the different 
gauge. 

- Road freight passes through the 
crossing point at Astara on the 
Caspian Sea coast, where a major 
cargo handling depot has been 
built on the Soviet side of the bor- 
der and a similar one is under con- 
struction on the Iranian side. 

There is also a fast-expanding 
transport route through the Cas- 
pian Sea to the Soviet inland 
waterway network, along which 
dual-purpose river-sea freight 
vessels can move to and from the 
Baltic the Black Sea and even the 
Arctic without unloading. 

The Soviet Union, with its 
Communist allies, could probably 
supply a fair amount of Iran's 
essential import needs, but would 
probably insist on some political 
gestures in return. 

These might include rec- 
ognition of the Babrak Karma! 
government in Afghanistan, a < 
promise to stop support for 
Afghan rebels, and an end to 
anti-Soviet statements by Iranian 
leaders. 

Unlike its East European allies, 
the Soviet Union has no immedi- 
ate need of Iranian ofl supplies. 

But there would be obvious 
long-term benefits for Moscow in 
offering technical help to Iran in 
the operation of its oilfields, which 
are now suffering from a lack of 
American spare parts. 

In the short term, Soviet leaders 
face a tricky problem in deciding 
how to respond militarily should 
Iran become involved in an armed 
conflict either with the United 
States or Iraq. 


King Khaled shelves plans to visit U.K. 

Norway to screen ‘Death of a Princess’ 

In addition, they said, British Defease Secretary 
Francis Pyra postponed a visit this week to Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia. A?eJ a Saudi minister cancelled 
arrangements to negotiate a $625,000 contract 
with a British institution to set up a centre for 
higher education in the oil-rich kingdom where 
more than 20.000 Britons are working on special 
projects. 

Government sources said they feared the Saudis 
may cut back Britain’s annual S2 billion export 
programme to Saudi Arabia. 

Neither Buckingham Palace nor British Foreign 
Office spokesmen would comment formally on the 
postponement of King Kh aled' s state visit since, 
they said, it had not been officially announced 
because plans had not yet been completed. 

Privately, however, palace and government offi- 
cials reported the 67-year-old monach earlier this 
year had accepted an invitation to make the state 
visit in 1980, reciprocating Queen Elizabeth ITs 
own journey to his country last year. 

The informants stressed the visit had not been 
cancelled but planning had been suspended 
because in the present status of relations between 
the two countries it would have been untimely for 
King Khaled to appear here- The Foreign Office 
sought to keep the decision secret for fear of 
embarrassing the government of Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, sources said. 

The film has been aired in several other Euro- 
pean nations and is scheduled to be broadcast on 
public television in the United Stares on May 12. 


OSLO. April 25 (Agencies) — Norwegian tele- 
vision will screen the controversial British 
documentary “Death of a Princess,” broadcasting 
sources said here last night. The single-channel 
state-run television network has bought the screen- 
ing rights and will show the documentary in four 
weeks. 

The Saudi government has described the 
documentary, about the public execution in 1977 of 
a Saudi princess and her lover for adultery, as an 
insult to the royal family and an attack on Islam. A 
Saudi newspaper last week quoted reliable sources 
as saying Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states were 
considering severe economic sanctions against Bri- 
tain and the Netherlands which has also shown the 
film. 

Wednesday the Saudi government asked Britain 
to withdraw its ambassador in protest over the 
documentary. Saudi sanctions against Norway 
could do only limited damage because of Nor- 
wegian North Sea oil reserves but Norway risks 
losing exports which last year totalled over 400 
million kroner ($80 million). 

In Copenhagen yesterday a Danish television 
producer said Danish state television would show 
the film if it was good enough. This week Denmark 
signed an agreement to buy one million tonnes of 
oil a year from Saudi Arabia over the next three 
years, six per cent of her oil consumption. 

Meanwhile in London, government sources said 
yesterday Saudi Arabian King Khaled, still angered 
over the British screening of the film, has shelved 
plans for a state visit this year to Britain. 


Chronology of eve 
in Iran hostage cri 


WASHINGTON. April 25 (R)— Here are key develop 
Iranian hostage crisis: 

Nov. 4 — Followers of Ayatollah Ruhoflah Khomeini sw 
embassy in Tehran, threaten to hold hostages unffll 
Shah is sent back to Iran Grom the United States. 

5 — U.S. officials refuse to return the deposed Shah. ! 

6 — Iranian Premier Mehdi Bazargan's government rea«i 

10 — President Carter orders Iranians staying ijleeaiiu S 

States to be deported. m | 

1 2 — McCarter halts U.S. imports of Iranian oil. Iran stops q 

14 — U.S. freezes Iran’s assets in American banks. ! 

18 — Ayatollah Khomeini orders release of black and 1 

' cages. cma 

19 - Three hostages released. Ayatollah wants others mav v 

as spies. 3 . 

20 — United States raises possible use of military force. Tei 

blacks and women hostages released. ; 

28 - Moderate Aboi Hassan Bani-Sadr replaced as Iranian j 

minister by Sadeq Qotbzadeh. , 

Dec. 1 - Captors say CIA agents at U.S. embassy wifl be t 
3 - Iranians overwhelmingly back new constitution giving™ 
Ayatollah Khomeini and Muslin^ clergy. " 

7 - President Carter rules out military action while ho sr* 

held. - • ^ 

8 — Mr. Qotbzadeh proposes independent commission td 

tigate past U.$. role in Iran. > 

1 2 — State Department orders most Iranian diplomats to min’ 

States. | 

15 — Deposed Shah leaves U.S. for Panama. ‘ i 

29 — U.S. agrees to delay sanctions against Iran while U.N.sq 

general makes bid for hostage release. f 

31 — U.N. Security Council conditionally approves sanctions 
Iran. 

Jan. 13 — Moscow vetoes Security Council sanctions. U.S. $a\ 
go ahead unilaterally, with allied support. U.S. offid 
Gulf blockade under study. 

23 — President Carter warns in State of the Union speech h 
pay severe price if hostages harmed. 

27 — Moderate Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr elected Iranian pie 
Feb. 2 — Ruling Iranian revolutionary council announced acce 
of proposed U.N. international inquiry into Shah's ni 

7 — U.S. shelves sanctions plan. 

13 — Mr. Bani-Sadr says Ayatollah Khomeini has approved ji 

hostages release, demanding LLS. self-criticism for pal 
port of Shah but omitting demand for deposed Shah’srel 
Iran. > 

23 — Panel arrives in Tehran but Ayatollah Khomeini ml 
hostage release before new parliament meets in Aprili 
March 7 - Tehran says foreign Minister Qotbzadeh to take cfa| 
hostages and U.S. embassy compound on March 8. j 

8 — Captors defy Mr. Qotbzadeh and refuse handover. 

11 — U.N. panel leaves Iran in failure. j 

16 — Islamic Republican party run by militant clergy, takes 

lead in first round of parliamentary elections. I 

23 — Deposed Shah leaves Panama for Egypt ■ 

26 — Second-round Iranian parliamentary vote postponed! 

finitely following charges of irregularities in first room 
April 7 — U.S. breaks diplomatic relations, embargoes expn 
Iran. j 

17— Mr. Carter imposes more economic measures, says a bfc 
or other act of force "the only next step available, j 

23 — Western European allies agree to economic and dipfl 

sanctions at U.S. urging if no decisiveprogress towards r 
of hostages by May 17. 

24 — Mr. Qotbzadeh says Iran will close entire Gulf if United 

tries to blockade oil exports. 

25 — U.S. reports landing of special military force in Iran to i 

hostages, but mission aborted because of aircraft enghj 
ure. Eight Americans killed when two U.S. aircraft col 
ground. President Carter says he accepts full responsibi 
decision to attempt rescue. 

U.S. naval task fort 
heads for Indian Ocel 


SINGAPORE, April 25 (R) - A U.S. naval task force, heaj 
the aircraft carrier Constellation, left Singapore today for die I 
Ocean only a few hours before a Washington announcement 
an abortive mission to rescue the American hostages in T« 
Informed diplomatic sources said the Constellation and its six , 
ships would bqost a formidable U.S. naval presence in the 1' 
Ocean, but they could not say whether the latest task force: 
proceed to the Gulf. . 

They also could not say whether sending the Constellation I 
two other seventh fleet carriers, Okinawa and Coral Sea, was I 
to the rescue mission. A U.S. embassy spokesman dedinedte » 
ment on the deployment of the Constellation. “As a stands^ 
we do not comment on the movement of our naval ships, bf 
But the diplomatic sources said the Constellation and tea 
ships would bring the U.S. naval strength in the Indian Cta 
more than 30, the highest level ever. 

The Soviet Union is believed to have about the same when. 
naval vessels in the Indian Ocean, according to the source 
Constellation has 80 aircraft aboard. - j 

U.S. Indian Ocean flej 
short of missiles, an 


\ 


WASHINGTON, April 25 (AP) 
The U.S. navy has had difficulty 
finding air-to-air missiles for its 
warplanes aboard carriers 
stationed near the Gulf, Defence 
Department sources said yes- 
terday. 

We’ve had to draw from other 
areas and put most of our eggs in 
the Indian Ocean basket," said 
one source who asked to remain 

anonymous. 

Asked about reports that planes 
on the carriers Nimitz and Coral 
Sea were short of missiles, the 
navy said it deploys its forces 
“with sufficient munitions, includ- 
ing missiles, to perform their 
assigned operational missions. 1 ' 
The navy could not elaborate on 
that statement. 

However, defence sources said 
there ted shortage of missiles used 
by jet fighters for air combat 
because the administration of U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter for sev- 
eral years had held down requests 
to Congress for money for such 
weapons. 

As a result, the sources said, the 
navy had a munitions shortage in 
the Indian Ocean- Arabian Sea 
force and was pulling supplies 
from other places. 

This, in turn, has strained the 
combat readiness of carriers else- 
where, the sources said. 

Mr. Russell Hale, a professional 
staff aide with the House sea 
power subcommittee, said in an 
interview that “we don't have - 
enough Phoenix missiles on any 
carrier for more than one or two 
sorties.” 


“The Phoenix is a 
weapon for fleet d 
mounted on F-14 fighter 

Mr. Hale blamed 4* 
administration for faflteS 
enough tactical nrisstes; 
torpedoes and anunt® 1 
flesh out its necessary sq 

Meanwhile, the Bowj 
Ministry said today a 
man naval unit, made 
destroyers, a tender m 
will leave for the Indian 
Tuesday, but stay clear o* 
crisis area. 

In the course oftbevoj 
German unit will call at] 
of Brest and Touloq 
through the Suez Canal , 
Karachi, Pakistan, J 
India, Colombo, Sri La 

British-administered ^ 

Diego Garcia and » 
Kenya, a statement saia 

“All details of this tri| 
duration and extent • 
planned as early as the j 
1979 and were arranged 
host countries.” s 
said. 

Despite Washington^ 
to the contrary,. the lat 
statement reiterate? 

announcements that t® 
fleet exercise had noth 
with the Soviet in* 
Afghani stan. 

“Tins exercise in 
from borne is one f 
voyages which take 
navy abroad every y 
need- lengthy pl» 
statement said. 
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